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mee firft part of Jofeph’s ftory, 
though both inftructive and enter- 
taining to all, is particularly fo to chil- 
dren. I propofe to tell the ftory nearly 
in the words of the Old Teftament, but 
to make now and then a few remarks 
upon it. 


Jofeph was the fon of good old Jacob. 
‘¢ Now Jacob,” fays the Scripture, ‘ lo- 
ved Jofeph more than all his children, 
becaufe he was the fon of his old age : 
and he made him a coat of many co- 
lours. And when his brethren faw 
that their father loved him more than 
all his brethren, they hated him, and 
could not {peak peaceably unto him.”’ 


| ~ 
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But was not this hatred of fofeph’s 
brethren againft Jofeph very wicked ?| 
It is true Jacob might be faulty in thew-_ 
ing fo much partiality to one fon above 
another, yet this was ‘no excule for the 
hatred which was felt by Jofeph’s breth- 
ren. Methinks this hatred, though as 
yet it is only concealed in their breaits, . 
will, by-and-by, break out into fome ve- 
ry wicked aét or other. But let us ga 
en with the ftory. 





“ And Jofeph dreamed a dream, and 
he told it to his Brethren: and they 
hated him yet the. more.” : 


This is doing worfe and worfe, and 
it fhews that when hatred once begins, 
we know not where it will end. 


“And: Jofeph faid unto them, hear J 
pray you this dream which Ihave dream- 
ed: for behold we were binding theaves 
in the field, and my fheaf arofe and alfo 
ftood upright, and behold your fheaves . 
ftood round about and made obeifance 
(or bowed down) to my theaf.” 
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| Jofeph feems to me to have told this 
dream fo publickly through his opennefs 
| of heart and fimplicity; it was a dream 
“moreover which God fent, and God 
-caufed afterwards the thing fignified by 
it to be fulfilled, as in due time we {ball 
fee. 


‘¢ And his brethren faid to him, fhalt 


thou indeed reign over us °” 


They. were ready enough to under: 
ftand the dream, and to underftand it 
as makitig againit themfelves; for their 
very hatred helped them to do fo. 


“Shalt thou,” added they, “ indeed 
have dominion over us? and they hat- 
ed him yet the more for his dream and 
for his words.—And Jofeph dreamed 
yet another dream, and told it to his 
brethren, and faid, beholdI have dream- . 
-ed a dreani more, and behold the fun, 
and the moon, and the eleven ftars 
made obeifance to me. And he told it 
to his father and to his brethrn; and his 
father rebuked him, and faid to him, 
what is this dream that thou haft dream- 
“i 3 
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ed? fhall I, and thy nigchee, and thy. 
brethren indeed come to bow down our- | 
felves to thee to the earth.” | 


Poor honeft fimple old man, he little. 
.knew how his own interpretation of the 
dream, was by-and-by to’be exactly 
fulfilled, for fa God bad ordained. 


“ And his brethren envied him, but 
his father obferved the faying.”” 


Afrer this we read, that “ Jofeph’s: 
brethren went to feed their father’s 
flock in Shechem, and Jacob fent Jo- 
feph to them, faying, go I pray thee, fee 
whether it be well ‘with | thy brethren, 
and well with the flock’s, and bring me 
word again. So he fent him, and Jo- 
feph came to Shechem, but it happened 
that they and the flocks were gone for- 
ward beyond Shechem, even to Dothan. 
So Jofeph went after his brethren, and 
found them in Dothan. “And wher 
they faw him afar off, even before he» 
came near unto them, they conf{pired 
againft him to flay him. © And they faid 
oue to another, behold this dreamer 
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--cometh! come now therefore and let.us 
flay him, and caft him into fome pit, 
and we will fay fome evil beaft hath 
devoured him, and we will fee what will 
become of his dreams.”’ 


What a dreadful propofal! what! 
kill their own brother! if they could 
agree to do this, I do not wonder at 
their agreeing alfo to tell a lie in order 
to hide their crime; ‘thus not one fin, 
but two fins were to be, committed. 
But is it poffible that all thefe eleven 
brethren fhould join in putting Jofeph 
to death? even among bad men fome 
are apt to be lefs bad than others: 
furely therefore we may hope that one 
er other of Jofeph’s brethren will be 
for ftopping fhort of the crime of mur- 
der. 


It proved as I think, might very natu- 
rally be expeGted, that one of Jofeph’s 
brethren, named Reuben, though he 
feems before to have joined in envying 
Jofeph, was afraid: of joining in this 
mf horrid crime. 
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When, therefore, “ Reuben heard it, 
he delivered him out ef their hands ; 
and faid, let us not killhim. And Reu- 
ben faid unto them, fhed no blood, but 

calt him into this pit that is in the wil- 
dernefs, and lay no hands en him: 
this he faid that he might rid him ont of 
their hands, and deliver him to his 
father’s houfe. And it came to pafs 
that when Jofeph,” who was ata dif: 
tance while this converfation pafled, 
“was come unto his brethren, they 
Zripped Jofeph of his coat, -it being his 
coat of many colours which was upon 
him.” 





What fatisfa@iion would they feel 
while they were thus ftripping him! 
this was the coat which Jefeph’s father 
had given him becaufe he was a favour: 
ite, and which reminded Jofeph’s breth- 
ren of his advantage over them. They 
now thought themfelves revenged upon 
him, and revenge is fweet. Many a 
joke, many a bitter and fevere exprel- 
fion was uttered no doubt, while they 
were flripping him: they had got him 
mto their power, and they were tefolv- 
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ed to fhew that they were greater thai 
he, inftead of his being- greater than 
they as he pretended. 


Now this fort of fpirit in them was a 
moft wicked thing: it was coupled with 
envy, and malice, and hatred, and was 
not far from carrying them 9n to an act 
of murder. And here let me warn all 
my young readers againft indulging 
this fame evil temper. ‘Thus, for im 
ftance, if you fhould hear your teacher 
praife your fchool-fellow who ftands 
near you, while he fays not a word ot 
praife to you, do not hate and envy 
your fchool-fellow on this account; or 
if you fhould fee your parent give-a 
seward to your brother or filter for 
fuppofed good behavior, do not de cager 
to think that you equally deferve a re- 
ward, and then hate or envy your bro- 
ther or fifter for being more favoured 


than yourfelf, for this is to at&t in the 
fame {fpirit with the brethren of Jofeph. 
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So alfo. if fome other child: fhould be 
dreft ds, fine again as-you are, and even 
7 G+ a ga T f 7 | fete S felf ‘ } . 2 eby 8 ° 
as iine.as joleph himieirin Nis coat Ot 
many colours, yet donot do as Jolepi’s 
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brethren did. Do not feel any ill-will 
towards your brother, your’ filter, or 
lay-fellow for this reafon. Doi not 
long t6 ftrip the fine coat off of him, as 
Jofeph’s brethren ftripped the fine coat 
off of Jofeph, but endeavour to look up- 
on his fine drefs -contentédly, and with- 
6ut envy, and without any defire to take 
it from him, and to put it on your own 
backs. This is one of the feffons that 
you ought to learn from the prefent fto- 
ty, which was not written in the Bible 
in order to entertain you only, and in 
order to teath you how to read, but in 
‘order to: inflrue&t you in your duty alfo. 
This 'paffion of hatred and énvy, if in- 
dulged when you are young, may lead. 
to dreadiul confequences when you afe 
old. We thall prefently thew you very 
plainly how im the cafe of Jofeph’s 
brethren it led on to lying, and to eruel- 
ty, and almoft evente murder. 


For“ after they had flripped Jofeph 
af his coat they took him. and caft him 
into a pit, and the pit was empty, and 
there was no water in it. Amd they 
fat down to eat bread,” 
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How very hardened muft thefe breth- 
ren of Joleph have been! They went 
to their dinner after they had thrown 
Jofeph into the pit, jult.as if nothing 
had happened... Men who thus give 
way to their evil paflions, are apt to be 
very cruel and hard-hearted allo. 


And behold a company of Ifhmael- 
ites came from Gilead with their camels, 
bearing fpicery and balm, and myrrh, 
going to carry it down to Egypt.” 


Now a new thought came acrofs one 
of Jofeph’s brethren, who was named 
Judah, and who though more blamea- 
ble than Reuben, yet feems rathee lefs 
fo than fome of the others. 


“ And Judah faid unto his brethren, 
what profit is it if we flay our brother 
and conceal his blood. Ceme and let 
us fell him to the Ifhmaelites, and let 
not our haid be upon him, for he is our 
brother and our flefh.” 


Oh Judah! Judah! ifhe is your bro- 
ther and your fleth, why do you not de- 
Btey aus 
































liver him altogether? you fhould fend 
him back to his father’s houfe, as Reu: 
ben withed to do; indeed you fhould. 
never have thrown him into the pit, 
nor have joined in taking his coat of 
many colours from him. Nay, I will 
fay further, you fhould never even have: 
hated him and envied him, for by ha- 
ving once indulged that wicked hatred 
and envy again{ft him in your hearts, 
you have all of you been led on from 
one thing to another urtil you hardly 
know how, to ftop.. You dare not now 
fsnd Jofeph: back to his father, left he 
fhould tell his father of your having torn 
from him his coat of many colours, and 
of your having alfo ill-treated him by 
threwing him intoa pit. Having ill- 
treated him thus far, you aré tempted 
to 1il-treat' him fill further, left you 
fhould be found out. Jofeph therefore 
mult now at any rate be got rid of, and 
not be fuffered to get home. To kill 
him indeed is too bad, and yet if the 
only choice left you was either to kill 
him or to fend him home, methinks 
here are fome among you who would 
not icruple. to kill him: stright; © for 











you had already agreed to leave him.in 
the pit, where he would foon have per- 
ifhed with hunger.:. lo. that what you 
had refolved.to do. was little thort.of 
murder, though you may not choole to 
confider itas fuch. 


It was owing then to the good. Pro- 
vidence of God, and not to any g rood 
defign in his brothers that Joleph elca- 
ped being being put to death. It plea- 


fed God, who orders all. human events, 
to bring it to pafs that the of 


Midian fhould draw. ne ee : 
time when Jofeph’s brethren, were. in 
aSARE what to: do, with. him. Phis 4 
what: fome might .confider.as. chance, 
and a. moift Incky chance the sy might 
call it. Such kind of chances 
then happen tovus-all, but in i fact they 
are providences. There is many a 
narrow eica pe for our lives experienced 
by us, which, is SHUT ey ewe to.God’s 
soodnefs, though at the time we do not 
fo Pontces rt dow, many have tum- 
bled down when they have been chil 
dren, and 
fome arm had not been ftretched. ¢ 
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fave them! How many have fallen fick 
and would have died, if at the critical 
moment fome particular medicine had 
not been given them! and how many ~ 
have been calt away, and would have 
been drowned in the fea, if the fame 
God who fent the Midianites to the 
relief of Jofeph, had not fent fome 
firange and unexpected fhip or boat to 
the place where they were floating. ‘It 
may here be remarked alfo, that many 
matters of importance turn on the {mal- 
left points. - If thefe Midianites had not 
gone by on the very day, and the very 
hour of the day on which they did, Jo. 
feph,. ({peaking after the manner of 
men) would probably have fuffered 
death, aud not one of thofe great events 
in his life which are foon to be fpoken 
of could have happened. One of the 
chief things that | with my readers to 
learn from this hiftory of Jofeph, is the 
doctrine of a particular Providence. 





Judah having propofed to fell his 
brother to the Midianites inftead of 
killing him or leaving him in the pit, as 
had been wickedly intended, “ his 
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brethren. were content. Then they 
drew and lifted up Jofeph out of the 
pit, and fold Jofeph to the ihmaelites 
for twenty pieces of filver, and the th- 
maelites brought Jofeph into Kgypt.” 


Now Egypt was a far country, to 
which when Jofeph was carried, his 
brethrén concluded that they fhould 
hear no more of him, 


« And Reuben returned unto the pit, 
and behold Jofeph was not in the pit, 
and he rent his clothes, and he went to 
his brethren and faid, the child is not 
to be found, and I, whither {hall I go.” 


Reuben had himfelf propofed the 
meéafure of putting Jofeph into the pit, 
as a contrivance by which he meant to 
fave his life, for he fecretly intended 
to go afterwards to the pit and to deliv- 
er him, but he was too late in execu- 
ting his purpofe. 


« And they took Jofeph’s coat and 
killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the 
coat in the blood; and they brought 
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‘the coat of manyicolours to their father, 
and faid, this have we found, know now 
whether it be thy fons’s coat or no.??. 


What a bare-faced lie! but thus does 
one iin lead on to another, > Itcis éaf 
to fee from this fory of Jofeph’s breth: 
ren, that when people. refolve upon 
committing ore. fin; they-are immedic 
ately tempted to comimit another. fn = 
and efpecially. te.commit.the fin of ly- 
ing in order. to-hide what they: have 
been doing; they ate alfo plunged into 
a thoufand ftraits and difficulties, and 
it is by adding fin to fin that they coin. 
monly try to get ont... Reader, did you 
never do fomething wrong, and’ find 
yourlelf tempted to teH’ fome lie or to 
play fome artful trick. to «conceal it ? 
Joleph’s brethren killed kid, and then 
dipped: Jofeph’s coat in the blood of ity 
and iaid to old Jacob, this have’ wé 
found... This (is the very picture of 
what wicked. children. fometimes do. 
Having fome fin to conceal they invent 
anne artful tale which they tell to their 
maiters and mittreffes, or to their good 
old parents, who too readily believe it, 
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and thus perhaps like Jofeph’s brethren 
they come off for the prefent unpunith- 
ed. But foon, as in the cafe of Jofeph’s 
brethren, their lie will be found out. 
For already God knows it. God faw 
them do thé wicked deed, and God now 
hears them tell the lie by which they 
hide it. God waits indeed to fee if 
they will repent, but by-and-by perhaps 
their fins fhall be made known to all 
the world, and fhall not go unpunithed. 
God faw from the very firft the fecret 
envy rife up in the hearts of the breth- 


ren of Jofeph. God heard them when’ 


they {neered at Jofeph, faying “ behold 
this dreamer cometh,” and when they 
privately talked together of killing him. 
God faw them throw him into the pit 
and cruelly leave him there. God flaw 
them alfo when they were felling him 
to the Midianites; he had his eye up- 
on them while they were bargaining by 
the pit’s fide, and while they were 
counting over the twenty pieces of fil- 
ver, which they afterwards put in their 
pockets. And God’s prefence alfo was 
inthe midft of them while they were 
killing. the kid. and dipping Joleph’s 
a9 






























coat in the blood of it, and while they 
were laying to themfelvés, furely now 
_ Ho one will ever know the thing we have” 
‘been: doing.’ ‘That’ ftory which thefe 
foolith then ‘thought would never be 
brought to light, is now publithed in the 
Book of Scripture,: that you and I, and 
il the world may be acquainted with 
it, and’ thet ‘we may draw’ the right 
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When poor old Jacob faw the coat, 
he immediately knew it, and faid, it is 
my fon’s-coat; an evil beat hath devour- 
ed him: Joleph is without doubt rent 
in pieces, And Jacob rent his ‘clothes 
add put fackctoth upon his loins, and 
mourned for his fon many day Se reAnd 
all his ions and all his daugh ite rs rofeup 
to comfort: him,” 


ea rivaes tee of hyp Rede et comforters 
mult thefe fons hive been, and how ma- 


ny freth, lies: nut they have told when 
they were talking with their father. 
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But Jacob refuted to be comforted. 
pea down 








the grave unto my fon fonrning. 
Thus did his father weep for him.” 


How little do we know whether'the 
things which befal us will turn out for 
our happineis or milery ! if | was to be 
made a king to-morrow, 1 am not fure 
that it would not prove to my hurt ; 
and if’on the contrary I was to be fold 
to-morrow for aflave, itis far. from be- 

ng clear that it might not be for my 
ek for God-has ail events under | 
direction, and he can shi fir Sie 
things to pals juft as he pleales. 

Jofeph (as we have already told you) 
was’ fold by his*brethren as a hee toa 
company of Midianiti h “merchants. 
Now (ee Midianites. brought Toler yh 

own to Heypt and fold him. to Poti. 
Hoek who was an officer or captain of 
the guard ‘to king Pharaoh.’?  Joteph 
fell, ag it feends, into good hands, but 
the Scriptures take care to inform us to 
what caufe this was to be attributed, 
for there we read’that “the Lord was 

fofeph :’? hence it was that us 


JOCAMEG AxPEONMCTOUS Man, and he was 
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taken into the houfe of his mafter the 
Egyption.. “ And his mafter faw that 
the Lord was with him, and that the 
Lord made all that Jofeph did to 
profpsr in his hand.” 





What a great thing it is to have God’s 
blefling with us in every thing we do! 
fome people are always talking of their 
good or bad luck, and according to fuch 
perfons Jofeph was merely a lucky 
perfon; he was lucky firft, they would 
fay, in getting fo good a mafter, and ftill 
more lucky in finding every thing go 
well to which he fet his hand. In fa@ 
liowever, there is no fuch thing as luck, 
as we have obferved before, andas we 
fhall have occafion again and again te 
obierve in telling this ftory. Let'us 
learn therefore to thank God and not 
to thank our ftars, or to thank fortune 
whenever we fucceed in any thing, for ° 
whatever it be, we fucceed only becaufe 
the Lord is with us in that thing, 





Jofeph by degrees found fuch favour 
in his mafters’s fight that “he was made 
overleer of the houfe, and all that Poti- 

























phar had was put into his hands.’ 
Sart was thé confidence Place in him, 
that at laft Potiphar feems to have done 
nothing for ifn ttt but to have lett it 
all to “Jofeph, for we: read, that. * he 
knew.not ought par hey hac: favethe 
reat that he did eat,”” which is as much 
as to fay, that he knew indeed’ what 
food was fet before him at his own table 
in order that he might eat it, but as to 
all‘the reft of his affairs, he knew no- 
thing about them. | 


Now though Potiphar might be wrong 
in doing fo little for himfelf, yet what 
an honor was it to Jofeph¢o be thus 
completely trufted. I’ have known 
fome common fervants. indeed. in my 
days, who by being very remarkable for 
their faithfulnefs, have rifen firft to he 
upper fervants, and then even to be 
flewards to their mafters. Like Jofeph 
they have fet out with doing firft one 
little thing well, and then another, and 
fo they have gone on till they have had 
very large tums ‘trufled to them, and 
have got into places of prodigious confi- 
dence, and if it were not for the num- 
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ber of fervants who pretend to be very 
trufty when they are not fo, the fort of 
cafe I am {peaking of would probably 
happen much oftener than it doés. 


- “And it came to pals,” fays the 
Scripture, ‘from the time that Potiphar | 
had made Jofeph overfeer in his houfe, 
that the Lord blefled the Egyption’s 
houfe for Jofeph’s fake, and the blefling 
of the Lord was upon all that he had, 
both in the houfe and in the fiéld.”? 


What ati entourasement is this to 
take good people into our family, for 
God perhaps may blefs us for their fakes. 
Such a good man as Jofeph is a blefling 
wherever he goes. 


_ But now comes a fhéw fctené in the 
life of Jofeph. His profperity was great, — 
but the greateft profperity is fometimes 
juddenly interrupted. Potiphar had a 
very wicked wife, and “ the caft her 
eyes” very criminally on Joleph. Jo- 
deph indeed was “a goodly perfon and 
well favoured,” and this very goodlinefs 
or beauty of'his proved a misfortune to 
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him. How foolifh then are thofe pere 
- fons (whether young men or young wo- 
~ men) who think that to be handfome 
and well looking is the greateft of blef- 
fings. It may turn out perhaps to be 
the greateft {nare, it may prove the worlt 
calamity thatever yet befel you, as hap- 
ened in Jofeph’s cale. 
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It appears that Potiphar’s wife, the 
wicked woman jult now mentioned, 
* fpake to Jofeph day by day,” and try- 
-ed repeatedly to feduce him; but Jofeph 
refufed and faid unto his maiter’s wife, 
behold my mafter obferveth not what is 
with me in the houfe, and he hath com- 
mitted all that he hath to my hand. 
There is none greater in this houfe than 
I, neither hath he kept back any thing 
from me, but thee, becaufe thou art his 
wife. How then can I do this great 
wickednefs and fin againft God. 3 


‘Here let us ftop in order to confider 
-- one of the moft ftriking parts of the 
character of Jofeph. He is in the firon- 
geft manner tempted to fin by a wicked 
woman: he might alfo hope for her fa- 






































( 24 ) 
vour if he confented; he had to dread 
her wrath if he refufed: every thing 
united to make the temptation {trong ; 
he was invited by her, not once only, 
but again and again; not publickly fo as 
to endanger a difcovery, but quite fe. 
cretly. By what means then did Jo. 
feph refift the temptation’? He refified 
it partly by reflecting how wingenerous 
a thing towards his mafter it would be 
to yield, and partly alfo by faying to 
himielf as he alfo faid to the woman,, 
“ How can-I do this great wickednefs 
and fin acsainit God?” 


Jofeph knew that the eye of God was 
upon him at all times and in all places, 
and I have no doubt that-he had long 
acted under the influence of this know- 
ledge. “What was it that had made him 
fuch a faithful fleward’ of his -mafter’s 
goods ? twas his being aware that God 
could fee the {malleft difhonefty in him, 
and that God’s eye was upon him even 
when his mafter’s back was turned. 
And what was it that made him now 
refift another kind of temptation? It 
was the fame principle of regard to Al. 
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mighty God, This ptinciple fe ems to 
have been very powerful in him, and 
alfa to have been always at hand.  Jo- 
feph (1 warrant you) was not ulfed to 
pais days and hours together without 
thinking of God, as'fome people do. 
Had this been the eafe, I queftion 
whether he would not have yielded to 
one or other.of his temptations. 


And now let me requeft my Readers 
to take a hint from Jofeph, and to try 
themfelves in the following manner. 
Say to yourfelves, what am I in fecret? 
What am I when no eye but that of God 
is upon me? When on the one hand 
hie fellow creature invites me to tin, 
when my own inclinations are on the 
fame fide, when «a preient opportunity 
offers, when there is alfo no danger of 
difecvery, fo that my reputation tay 
be fafe, and when my worldly interett 
will not be hurt by the indulgence, but 
rather be promoted by’ it} when, in 
fhort, againft all thefe tempt ations which 
belet iat unere is nothing to-oppoie but 
the vaee of God in the heart, how. do J 
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im me as to gain the victory? Am I able 
to conquer my temptations, however 
fuited to my age, circumftances, and 
condition in life, by faying as Jofleph 
did? ‘ How thall I do this great wick- 
ednefs and fin againit God?’’. Now 
thit is true Religion. We are apt ma- 
ny of us to complain of the dithiculties 
of . Religion, and to fay that .we have 
learning enough to underitand it, but 
furely that fear of God which has been 
fpoken of is very eafy to be underitood. 
I only: with it was as eafy to be truly 
felt. Some there are who fancy them- 
felves religious becaufe they attend at 
religious places of worfhip,’ becaufe 
they underftand well fome religious doc- 
trines, becaufe they remember to have 
once experienced certain religious feel- 
ings, or becaufe they have now a num- 
ber of religious phrafes always,in their 
mouth. Let fuch perfons alfo try, their 
Religion, by the fame teft. Does it en- 
able you to conquer your fins? When 
all things feem to unite on the fide of fin, | 
does your Religion in any mealure ena- 
ble you to get the victory? Secret fel:- 
denial, fecret congue ever ourlelves, 








fecret preference to God above all the 
world, fecret c¢onfcioufnefs of having 
been enabled, by God’s grace, to over- 
come our temptations, and of having, 
like Jofeph, ftood firm to God and duty 
in times of peculiar and repeated trial 
thefe are fome of the proofs of true Re- 
ligion; thefe are fome of the beit evi- 
ences of our being in a ftate of grace. 
I would value thefe evidences above 
any comfortable frames and feelings, 
and they are mote in my opinion than 
a thoufand fancies, or impreflions, that 
our falvation is fure. Reader, if you 
hope to fland undifmayed before God 
on the Great Day of Judgment, try 
yourfelf by this teft: We read but lit- 
tle in Seripture of Jofeph’s religious 
opinions, (not thefe are unimportant) 
we read nothing about the particular 
time and manner of his firlt becoming 
religious; we read not a word about 
the religious form of worfhip which he 
prefered, nor about the religious party 
that he followed, nor the religious name 
he bore; but we read, that he refitted 
hard temptations, and that both in his 


oe 


profperity and in his adverlity he was 






















faithful to his God; and we find alfa, 
as 1 {hall prefently ihew you, that al- 
though his Brethren had ufed him very 
cruelly, yet he behaved very kindly and 
“charitably towards them, and forgave 
them freely, and rejoiced over them 
‘to do them good. May my religion be 
like his, and» may the’ clearer know- 
ledge which God has given me both of 
himielf and of a Saviour, make me the 
more earneit to do his will, and to walk 
worthy of. that “ vocation wherewith i 
am called.”’ 


‘But to return to the ftlory.—* And it, 
came to pafs about this time. that Jo- 
feph went into the houfe to do his buft- 
nefs and there was none of the men of 
the -houfe there within. And, , Poti- 
phar’s wife caught him by his garment, 
and he left his garment in her hand and 
fled and»got. him out. And it came to 
pals, when fhe faw that he had left hts 
“garment in hey hand, and owas fled 

forth, that’, fhe + called: “unto. the 
“rnen of vher honfe,; and: fpake unto 
them. faying, “See he. hath brought 
“in an Hebrew. Gato ne to aeek ue” 
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* (or to offer an infult to us,) and i 


“ cried with a loud: voice,’ and it came 
“ to pafs, when he heard that I lifted 
“ wp my voice and cried, that he lett 


“ his garment with me and fled and got 


* him out.? And fhe laid up his gar- 





ment by her until his Lord came home; 
aud they fpake unto him according to 


‘the fame words, and it came to pals, 
‘when his mafter heard the words of 
is wife, that his wrath was kindled. 


And Jofeph’s mafter took him and put 
him into the prifon, a place where the 
king’s prifoners were bound and. he 
was there in prifon:” 


What a thange! inftead of having 
the command of every thing in Poti- 
phar’s houfe, where he was looked up to, 
and honoured and refpeéted, he is fhut 
up in prifon among thieves and other 
wicked or fufpected perfons, And why 
was he thus fhut up? For doing wrong? 
No! but for doing right. It now and 
then hapfens in this world, that a man 
fuffers for fulfilling his duty. [tis a 
miftake to fuppofe that virtue here below 
is always its own reward. Reader, if 
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you att ever fo right, I cannot promife 
you that in this uncertain world you 
will be rewarded for it. Your conduét 
may chance to be mifreprefented, or not 
fufhciently - underftood., Some enemy 
may injure you; fome falfe and hollow. 
friend or lover, who is become offended, 
may turn againit you. Some one whofe 
feelings, or whofe intereft you have 
wounded through your unbending virtue 
and integrity, may have fet himfelf up 
as your enemy, and may come and 
give falfe evidence againft you, and 
may charge you poflibly with the very 
fin to which that perfon himfelf has tri- 
ed in vain ‘to feduce you, and from 
which, of all the fins in the world you, 
are happily the moft clear. Let us learn 4 
from this part of the ftory of fofeph to 
look to God for his favor, and not to 

























care fo much as we are apt to do, about 


our character with our feéllow-creatures, 
It.is better to go to prifon, like Jofeph, 
for the fake of a good confeience, than 
to live in fin with Potiphar’s wife in 
the midit of a palace, even though we 
fhould. contrive to live in credit alfo. 


sad 
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We before remarked, that when Jo- 
féph was fold as a flave te Potiphar, and 
when his afairs feemed at the wortt, 
yet “ the Lord was with him and blefled 
him, andgavehim favour inthe fight of Po- 
tiphar his matter.” The fame God who 
fhewed favor to him in his former diftrefs, 
fhewed him the fame favor now ; for 
when he had got into prifon we again 
read that ‘the Lord was with Jofeph, 
and fhewed him mercy, and gave him 
favor in fight of the keeper of the pri- 
fon. Andthe keeper of the prifon com- 
mitted to Jofeph’s hand all the prifoner’s 
that were in the prifon, and whatever 
they did there he was the doer of it. 
The keeper of the prifon looked not to 
any thing that was under his hand, be- 
caufe the Lord was with him, and that 
which he did the Lord made it to prof- 
perc? ack | 


“And it eame to pafs, after thefe 
things, that the butler of the king of 
Egypt and his baker had offended their 
lord the king of Egypt, and Pharaoh 
was wroth acainft them, and put them 
into the prifon where Jofeph was bound ; 















A B29 
and the captain of the guard charged 
Jofeph with them; and they dreamed 
a dream, both of them, each on one 
night; and fofeph came in unto them 
in the morning, and looked upon them, 
and behold they were fad ; and he afk. 

ed them, “‘ Wherefore look ye fo fadly to- 

day! and they faid unto him, we have 

dreamed a dream, and theré is no inter. 

preter of it. And Jofeph faid unto 

them, do not interpretations belong ta, 
God? tell me them J pray you.’ 





In ancient times it pleafed God oced. 
fionally to fend dreams, in order to 
make known futtire events; but let not 
any one therefore fuppofe that by the 
help of dreams he can dive into futurity 
now, « 


In the days of Jofeph men were in 
much darknefs and lonorance concern. 
ing the true God, Jefus Chrift had not 
appeared, the New ‘T'eftament had not 

€en written, nor as yet even the old, 
Signs and wonders were therefore ufed, 


in order to prove that the God of Jofeph 
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was the true God. But now we no Ion- 
ger need figns and wonders, for the 


Holy Scriptures plainly declare him to 


us, and if any man fhould now follow 
his dreams, it is more than probable, 
that in doing fo he would be obliged to. 
difregard Scripture and his own com- 


mon fenfe alfo. It is worthy of remark 
indeed, that foon after the law of Mofes. 


was given, (which fell far fhort of the 


revelation made to us by Jefus Chrill,) 
| people were ex prefsly warned to beware, 


| left by following fome dreamer of dreams, 


they fhould forfake that God who was. 
now made known to them; for itis 


written in the 13th chapter of Deuter- 
-onomy, “ If there arife among you @ 





dreamer of dreams, faying, let us go 
after other Gods and ferve them, even 
though the fign or the wonder thall come 
to pafs, yet thou fhalt not go. after that 
dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your 
God hereby proveth you to know whe. 
ther you love the Lord your God,’ and 
will “* ferve him and cleave to him.” 
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But to return to the hiftory of Jofeph. 
God it feems having fpecial mercy for 
him, and having great defigns in view, 
and having firft fent two remarkable 
dreams to Jofeph, now fends two other 
dreams to the chief butler and baker of 
king Pharaoh, who were in prifon with 
him, and enables him to interpret them. 


“‘ And the chief butler told his dream 
to Jofeph, and faid to him, In my dream, 
behold a vine was before me, and inthe 
vine were three branches, and it was as 
though it budded, and her bloffoms fhot 
forth, and the clufters thereof brought 
forth ripe grapes; and Pharaoh’s cup 
was in my hand, and I took the grapes | 
and prefled them into Pharaoh’s cup, 
and I gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.’ 


“And Jofeph faid unto him, This is 
the interpretation of it. .The. three 
branches are three days; yet within 
three days fhall Pharaoh lift up. thy. 
head and reftore thee unto thy place 3) 
and thou fhalt deliver Pharaoh’s cup * 
into his hand after the former manner 
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iwhen thou wait butler. But think on 
me when it {hall be well with thee, and 
fhew kindnefs, I pray thee unto me, and 
/make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and 
‘bring me out of this houfe. For indeed 
(added Jofeph,) I was ftolen away out 
‘of the land of the Hebrews, and here al- 
fo I have done nothing that they fhould 
‘put me into this dungeon.” 


Now, “* when the chief baker faw that 
the interpretation was good, he faid un- 
to Jofeph, I alfo wasin my dream, and 
behold I had three white. balkets on my 
head, and in the uppermodft bafket there 
‘was of all. manner of baked meats for 

Pharaoh, and and the birds did eat them 
out of the bafket on my head. And Jo- 
feph anfwered and faid, This is the in- 
terpretation thereof. ‘Thefe three bafk- 
ets are three days; yet within three 
days fhall Pharaoh lift up thy head from 
off thee, and fhall hang thee on a tree, 
: and the birds fhall eat thy flefh from 
: off thee.’’ 

| 


“And it came to pafs on the third 
day, which was Plaraoh’s birth-day, 
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that he made a feaft unto ali his fervants,| 
and he reftered the chief butler, unto his| 
butlerfhip again, and he gave the cup in- 

to Pharaoh’s hand; but he hanged the. 
chief baker as Jofeph had interpreted to 
them, yet.did not the chief butler re- 
member Jofeph. | 









& La he continued. ) 
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¥> O OR unhappy Jofeph! we lefé 

him in prifon where I think he mutt 
have had a very anxious time, for who 
could tell. whether it might not be his 
turn next to be taken out and hanged as 


ee 
the chief baker was! and ye perhaps 


ve 
there might be fome ray of hope that he 
might like the chief | utler, get out and 
go back to his office. All fuch hope 

ever foon vanished, for though Pharao 
birth-day came, “on which he made a 
fealt to all his fervants,”’ ig ved 
no holiday to Jofeph; ar 1 though the 
chiet butler got fettled in his chief 
lerfhip again, and w civil 

every day into King Phara 
“yet did not the 
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CY 4rg 
ber Jofeph.” Two whole years paffed 


without any improvement in this poor 
| prifoner’s condition: now in all this 
| time it feems very flrange that the chief 
. | butler fhould not have contrived to. drop. 
| a word in his favour; for how won- 
i derfully had Jofeph foretold to the chief 
a butler his reftoration to office! how 
| affectingly too had he intreated to be 
BM remembered by him when the day of his — 
| profperity fhould come! Icannot help | 
here repeating the parting words of © 
" Jofeph, for they are very remarkable. 
“ But think of me,” fays he, “ when it | 
fhall be well with thee, and fhew kind- | 
nefs 1 pray thee unto me, and make | 
mention of meto Pharaoh, and bring | 
me out of this houfe; for indeed I was | 
ftolen away out-of the land of the He : 
brews, and here alfo I have done no- : 
thing that that they fhould put me into 





























the dungeon.—Yet did not the chief 
butler remember Jofeph.” 


Ah! how juft.a picture is this of a 
great part of mankind! we are many of | 


us apt, while we are faring well ourfelves, | 


to take no thought about thofe who are | 
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poor and fick and in prifon. It pleafes 
‘God now and then to let one or other 
of us rife up in the world, upon which 
we go away and torget all our old com- 
panions, fome of whom perhaps moft 
exceedingly need a helping hand from 
us; we are grown gay and merry, or 
bufily engaged among our new friends, 
fo that we quite forget our old. ones ; 
and then as to any intereft which we 
have got with the great, we feel fo much 
_in awe of thofe above us, we are fo foft 
and fmooth and civil when we are in 
their prefence, and fo unwilling to fay 
any thing which may poflibly give of. 
fence, or that may chance to hurt our 
own intereit, that we dare not {peak a 
word in favour even of the moft injur- 
ed character, but we difmifs him from 
our thoughts, juil as the chief butler 
difmiffed Jofeph from his remembrances 


“It came to pafs however, at the end 

of two full years, that King Pharaoh 

dreamed a dream—«and behold there 

came up out of the river Yeven well 

favoured kine, and fat flefhed, and they 

ded in a meadow. And behold feven 
2 4.3 











other kine came up after them ill fae 
voured and lean fefhed, and did eat up 
the feven. well favoured and fat kine. 
And Pharaoh dreamed the fecond time, 
and behold feven ears of corn came ups 
upon one flalk ftrong and good. And 
feven thin ears fprung up after them. 
And the feven thin ears devoured the) 
feven ftreng and full ears. And Pha-\ 
raoh awoke and behold it was a dream.” 


And now what isto be done! the || 
King himfelf is troubled with a dream, | 
“ And it came to pafs,” fays the Scrip- 
ture, “that in the morning the King’s 
fpirit was troubled: and he fent and /| 
called for‘all the Magicians of Egypt, and 
all the wife men thereof, and Pharaoh. 
told them his dreams; but there was: | 
none that could interpret them to Pha- | 
raoh,” And no wonder, for it was the 
purpofe of God to confound by this 
dream all the magicians of Egypt, im 
order. that the King. might be driver 
to afk an interpretation of it from Jos 
feph, . 













«“ And then came the chief butler and 
fpake unto king Pharaoh, faying, I do re- 
member my faults this day ; for Pharaoh 
was wroth with his fervants, and put 
me in ward in the captain of the guard’s 
houfe, both me and the chief baker: 
and we dreamed a dream in one night, I 
and he. And there was there with us a 
young Hebrew; fervant of the captain 
of the guard, and we told him and he 
interpreted to us our dreams. And it 
came to pafs as he interpreted, fo it 
was: me he reftored unto mine ollice, 
and him he hanged.” 





What joyful intelligence was this to 
Pharaoh. Methinks I ee his counten- 
ance brighten up at once upon it, 
“ Then Pharaoh fent and called Jofeph, 

nd they brought him haftily out of the 
dungeon. And he fhaved himfelf and 
changed his raiment, and came in unto 
Pharaoh.’ © When this great eaftern 
King commands, not a moment is to be 
loft in obeying him. For two long years 
had Jofeph been made to wait in prifon 
for his deliverance, but Pharaoh would 
hardly wait two minutes before Jofeph, 
Moa. 4 































Ges 
whofe. appearance had become ‘quite 
forlorn and wretched, muft be brought 


before him fhaved and drefled, and fit 
for the royal prelence. 


* Andimmediately Pharaoh faid unto 
Jofeph, Ihave dreamed a dream, and 
there is none that fap interpret it, and 
I have heard fay of thee that thou ‘cant 
underftand a dream to interpret it.” 

Pharaoh féems not yet. to have uns 
derftood by whole help it was that Jo- 
feph was enabled to interpret dreams, 
Jolepe had no more {kill in thefe mat- 

ers than any other man, but he was the 
fetvana of God, and it pleafed God for 
his own purpofes. to give to Joteph by 
miracle the power of interpreting the 
dream of Pharaoh. Accordingly Joleph 
aniwers Pharach by faying “ it is not in 
me, God fhall give to Pharaoh an an- 
{wer of Ae > ‘Thus Jofeph takes 
none ofthe glory to himfelf, as a proud 
perfon would have been glad to do, but 
he gives it all to God, to whom alone it 
was due. “Pharaoh then in a. very exact 
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manner relates his two dreams te 


Jofeph. 


“And Jofeph faid unto Pharaoh, the 
dream is one,” that is to fay, the two 
dreams fignify one and. the fame thing, 
“and God hath fhewed Pharaoh by 
means of them -what he is about to do.’ 


~The feven good kine are feven éars, 
ye 


and foalfo the feven good ears of corn 
are feven years, the» dream is one. 
And the feven thin and ill favoured 
kine that came up after them are fevén 
years, and the feven empty ears of corn 
are alfo feven years, and thefe lait figs 
hify feven years of famine. This there- 
fore isthe thing which God is about to. 
do; behold there come feven years of 
great plenty throughout all the land. of 
Egypt, and there {hall arife after them 
feven years-of famine, and the plenty 


_fhall not be known in the laad by rea- 





fon of the famine followi: ag, for it thalt 


“be very grievous: ‘Now therefore, cont 
tinued Jofeph,: let ‘Pharaoh look” out 2 


ae difcreet and wife and fet him over. 
the land of Egypt, and let him appoint 
eficers, and let them gather together 


A ates 
















the food of the good-years and lay it up 






























in the cities, and it fhall be for ftore a- 
gaint the feven years of famine, in or- 
der that the land may not perifh. And 
the thing which Jofeph faid Teemed 
good inthe eyes of Pharaoh and of his. 
fervants, and Pharaoh faid unto his 
fervants, can we find any one equal to 
this Jofeph, a man in whom the dpirit 
of God is? and Pharaoh faid unto Jo 
feph, forafmuch as ‘God hath thewed 
thee all this, thou fhalt therefore be 
over my houfe, and according to thy 
word {hall all my people be ruled; 
only in the throne willl be greater than 
thou; and Pharaoh took off the ring 
from his’ hand and put it on foleph’s 
hand, and arrayed him in veltments of 
fine linen, and puta gold chain about 
his neck, and desire him to. ride*in the 
ond chariot that he had, and they 
ried before him bow the knee! and he 
made him ruler -over all the land: of 
Egypt. And Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, 
Dam PRAraoh: and without. me fhall no 
man ‘lift up his hand: or foot in all the 
land of Bic Oy ypt. a 








(at) 
‘How aaah was this exaltation 
of Joieph! he is now greater than ever 
he was. He Bad before been firit man 
in the houfe of Pharaoh’s cliief captain, 
but he is now the firft man in the Deut 
of Pharaoh himielf; he is greater than 
Potiphar his own former matter, he is 
the firit perfon next to Pharaoh in all 
the kingdom of Egypt. But let us not 
forget to admire the good providence of 
God in all this. It.was God that raifed 
him from being a flave to be the chief 
fervant of Potiphar, and it was God that 
lifted him up from being a prifon 1€f, to 
sbe'ruler of all. Egypt... For-it?.is the 
Lord (as. the Pfalmilt fays) that maketh 
rich, and maketh poor, that lifteth up, 
and-cafteth down. He taketh the fimple 
out of the duit, and lifteth the poor out of 
the mire, that he may fet him with the 
Prices, even with the princes of the peo- 
ple.” .“ For the Lord is merciful-to them 
that fear him,” ane “he will kee ep the way 
of the faints: [tis true he fometimes af- 
flicts even his ee favoured people; He 
brinesdown,asitis {ai id, theirheartthrough 
heavinefs, they pees doy ne and: there is 
noneto help them: He fo fufiers them 
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to be evilly entreated through tyrants.” 
But at length he “ brings them out of 
darknefs and out of the fhadow of death, 
and breaks their bonds in funder.’* 
‘““ He leads them by away which they 
know not, he makes darknefs light 
before’ them, and crooked” things 
ftraight,” and thus, “ though heavinefs 
may endure tor a night, yet joy cometh 
in: the morning.” 


“© Praife the Lord then ye fervants 
of his! O praife the name of the Lord! 
blefled be the name of the Lord from 
this time forth for evermore |?’ “ For he 
preferveth the way of his faints, and 
hath béen ever mindful of his covenant.” 
He faved Noah from the waters of the 
flood, he brought forth righteous Lot 
out of Sodom, -he preferved Shadrach 
and his companions in the fiery furnace, 
and Daniel in the lion’s den. He de- 
livered David his fervant from the pe- 
ril of the fword.”’ “ He fhewed alfo his 
ways unto Motes, and. his works unto 
the children of Ifrael.”. “ He alfo cau- 
fed a dearth in the land of Egypt, and 
deltroyed the provifion of bread. But 
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he fent a man before, even Jofeph, whé 
was fold for a fervant, whote feet they 
hurtin the ftocks “thé -iton entered 
into his foul—unti] the time came that 
his caufe was heard: Then the king 
fent and delivered him; the prince of 
the people let him go free, he made 
him Lord alfo of hig houfe and ruler of 
all his fubftance,” 


But let not any of my readers frppofe 
that Jofeph is now to be admired mere: 
ly for his ‘gteatnefs, “and that the ring 
on his finger, and the fine veltinent on 
his back, and the grand chariot in which 
he rode, were the chiet things he was 
pleafed with. JoZeph was a creat man 
undoubtedly, but/he was as good as hé 
was great, and infdeed what is all earth. 
ly greatnefs unlefs goodnelg is joined 

Withats It is a great finin my Opinion 
to wifh to be a prime minifter or a king 
for the mere honour of it; and I would 
rather be a poor labourer that i¢ of fome 
ufe in the world, than be the greatelt 
Monarch in Europe, unlefs I could do 
fome {pecial fervice by my grea 


Aa 4 


j 
mee) 
2 


? 2a% 
ab or Oe 


er 
be 


& 


























14) 





( 
Jofeph proceeds direCily to make him- 
felf very uieful.in his new ftation; “ for 
he immediately went out from the pre- 
Jence of Pharaoh and travelled through- 
out the land, and in the feven plenteous 
“years the earth brought torth by hand- 
fuls, and he gathered up all the food of 
the feven years, aud. the food of the 
field which was round about every city 
laid he up in the fame, and he gather- 
ed corn as- the fend. of the, fea, very 
much, until he left numbering. And 
after the feven years. of plenteoulnefs 
were ended, then the feven years of 
dearth began to come according as 
Jofeph had fad. And the people of 
Egypt cried unto Pharaoh for bread; 
and Pharaoh faid unto them, Go unte 
Jofeph, and Jofeph opened the ftore. 
houfes, and fold unto the Egyptians.” 


Lam afraid. that. my readers have by 
this time almoft forgot old Jacob, the 
father of Jofeph, and his eleven fons, 
who were living with him in the land 
of Canaan, at fome diftance from Egypt. 
The famine of the lait feven years was 
fuch as to be feverely felt even in their 
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|. Country. * Then Jacob: faid unto his 
fons whofe countenances were'all cat 
| down on the occafion, Why do ye 
_ look one upon another, behold-I have 
heard that there is corn in Egypt. Get 
you down thither and buy for us from 
| thence that we may live and not die: 
| And Jofeph’s ten brethren went down 
_ accordingly to Egypt.” But Benjamin 
being now the father’s favourite. was 
not fluttered to go with them, for old Ja- 
cob faid, “ Peradventure fome mifchief 
will befall him,” 





“And when the fons of Jacob atri: 
ved, Jofeph was the governor of the 
land; and he it was that fold to all the 
people. And Jofeph’s brethren came 
| and bowed themfelves dawn before him 
with their faces towards the earth.” 


| Oh! what achanee of feene! Thefe 
|} are the men who the laft time they faw 
Jofeph, had faid of him, ~ “ Behold this 
dreamer cometh,’ They had then put 
‘him into the pit, and had fold him for 
fa flave; becaufe he had foretold, that 
thefe his brethren, and his parents (who 
fa 8 
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were lignified by the fun, moon, and 
{tars,) {hould one day bow down before 
him. How ‘wonderfully does God ac- 
complifh his own purpofes. The very 
means which we take to defeat them are 
fometimes made ufe of by God, in or- 
der to bring them about, Jofeph’s bre- 
thren thought that by felling him for a 
diave, they thould prevent their ever 
having to bow Bes before him; and 
yet by this act of theirs, that very pro- 
phecy was brought to pais. In like 
manner the Jews thought that by put- 
ting Chrift. to death, they fhould de. 
feat the ends of his coming imto. the 
world, and fhould make void the prophe- 
cies concerning Chrift:. whereas his 
death itfelf was the fulfilment of pro-' 
phecy, and wasone chief purpofe of his 
entering into the world; for thereby he 
made atonement for the fins of men. 


Let no one then prefume to think 
that he can. direct events in his own 
way; or that he can either by art or 
power prevail againft God, for the coun- 
fel of the Lord, it fhall fland, and he 
will bring it to pafs, The Lord ta. 
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beth the wife in his own craftinels-” 
he ordereth all things in Heaven above 
and in the earth beneath: ‘Go to 
now, ye that fay, to-day or to-morrow 
we will go into fuch a city, and conti- 
nue there a year, and buy and fell and 
get gain:. whereas ye know not what 
{hall be on the morrow, or that ye 
ought to fay, If the Lord will we fhall 
live and do this or that.’’ 


Joieph’s brethrei, while they were 
bowing down did not know loleph, for 
he made himfelf dirange-unto them, and 
{pake roughly, faying,——“- Ye are pies! 
to fee the nakednefs of the land you are 
come. And they faid,, Nay my Lord 
but to buy food are we come. ’ We are 
twelve brethren from the land of Ca- 
naan, and behold thé voungelt is. this 
day with our father, and one is not. 


And bide faid again, Ye are [pies !”” 


and then added he; “ but hereby fhall 
yé be proved: whether there be: truth 
in you. One of you fhall go and fetch 
his brother while the rett fhall be kept 
in prifon, and he kept them all in ward. 
three days. Jofeph, however, after 
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this lets them all depart, one only ex 
cepted; and he gives them cornin their 
bags, to carry home, bidding them. all 
to come again and redeem the brother 
they had left behind, by bringing the 
Next time their youngeit brother Benja- 
min. Now all this feems to have been 
done by Jofeph. for the purpofe of col- 
letting every one of his brethren round 
him before he would difcover himfelf to 
them, and perhaps he was led to praétife 
rather. too much. art by his anxiety to 
fee them gathered together. 
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Then faid Jofeph’s brethren one to 
another, “ We are verily guilty con- 
cerning our brother, in that we faw the 
anguith of his foul, when he befought 
us, and we would not hear? therefore 


behold alfo his blood is required of us.” 


Oh! how dreadful is a guilty -conf{ci- 
ence! It will. canfe our fins to haunt 
us years alter they have been com- 
mitted. 


Now have none of my readers ever 
felt the like kind: of terror in confe- 
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quence of their having done fomething 
amifs. After the commiffion of 4 
crime did you never fancy that every 
one you met obierved you, and that 
every “common accident was a judg- 
ment of God upon you, and if any 
trouble happen to befal you a long time 


afterwards, have you not been apt im- 


mediately to imagine that it had fome 
connection with your former guilt ? 
Sin dees not always leave this {ting be- 
hind it, for fome people are quite har- 
dened ‘by their crimes, neverthelefs it 
often does, If the fin be great 
and dreadful, if it be fomething 
particular and extraordinary, like the 
felling of a brother, or the thought of 
putting him to ceath, then, though years 
thould pafs away quietly, yet it is pro- 
bable that’ confcience will awake and 
ery Out againii us at laft, 


In the prefent cafe, it appears to me 
that Jofeph’s brethren had no particu- 
lar reafon to fuppofe that the trouble 
they dreaded was caufed by their ha- 
ving formerly fold. their brother Jofeph. 
They, feem not to have argued. very 



















correatly on the occafion; “ We faw, 
faid they, the anguifh of his foul and 
we would not hear, and therefore now 
is his blood about to be required of 
us.’-—=But this was not a very found 
way of reafoning; for it was not clear 
that his blood was now going to be re- 
quired of them at all. It was not clear 
that any trouble whatever was about to 
happen to them, and even if fome trou- 
ble fhould happen to them: their hav- 
ing once fold their brother might not be 
the canfe.. Guilt is fearful. A man 
that has fome undifcovered crime with- 
in him is apt to feel unreafonable frights 
and fears; his imagination becomes 
difturbed'; he grows fulpicious beyond 
all reafon; he dees an’enemy: perhaps, 
as Jofeph’s brethren did, in his ‘beft 
friend, and the very things that are for 
him, if they happen to go awkardly for 
a day or two, -are thought to be moft 
dreadfully againft him. In fhort, a per- 
fon whofe confcience has become bur- 
thened with fome great fin has often 
no comfort in his hfe, until he has fair- 
ly confefled it and repented of it. 








No fooner had Jofeph?s brethren ex. 

preffed their fright than Reuben lifts up 
his voice, and obferves to them how 
* he had: intreated them. not to hurt 
their brother, and they would not hear. 
Therefore alfo fays he is his blood re- 
quired of- us.’ Here again we may 
difcern a picture: of what “often happens 
among: thofe who have been partners 
in iniquity. When the time of trouble 
comes, then thefe who have had lefs 
hand in the guilt begin to reproach: the 
others for having been principals in the 
bufinefs, Like ‘Reuben they begin to 
jultity “the ‘miel ves, and fay; Did not I 
tell you at the, time to take care. what 
you did, but you would not eS me, 
and ehevetice now you have Brought 
down all this trouble on yourfelves, and 
not on yourlelves only, but on me allo. 
Nothing is more Common than for thofe 
who were all more or lefs joined in the 
fame crime, to fall out and repr oach one 
another for it afterwards. ; 


Ys ° pe 
Jofeph overheard all this converfati- 
on among his brethren, and he turned 
himlelf about from them and wept, and 
































réturned to them again, and communed, 
(or had converfation, by means of an 
interpreter,) with them, and took’ from 
them Simeon, and bound him before their 
eyes. Jofeph then. commanded that 
their facks fhould be laden with’ corn, 
and that every man’s monéy fhould be 
reftored into his fack, which being done 
they. departed; and as one of them 
opened his fack to give his afs food at 
the inn, he efpied his money; for be- 
hold it was in his fack’s mouth. And 
when he told it his brethren, all their 
hearts failed them, and they faid one 
to another. “* What is this that God hath 
done unto us.’ Here again, their dif. 
pofition to take fright feems to have 
fhewn itfelf. I> fuppofe they now 
thought that fome judement of God 
would fall upon them in their way 
home, on account of the fame fin of 
felling Jofeph. 


‘And they came unto Jacob their. fa- 
ther, and told him all that ‘had befallen 
them, faying: “ The man who is the 
lord of the land fpake roughly to us, 
and took us for fpies: we faid unto 
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him, ‘“ We are true men, we are no 
no ipies, we be twelve brethren.” Me- 
thinks it would be fome relief to Jo. 
feph’s brethren to tell their father how 
harfhly they had been fpoken to, and 
how unjuitly they had been fufpe@ed 
when they were in Egypt; for whene. 
ver a man has fome great and real fin 
on his mind, he is glad to turn to any 
thing right, er innocent in his conduG, 
in which, neverthelefs, he has been ac- 
cufed of finning. Jacab’s fons had ufed 
their father ill in felling Jofeph, but 
they themfelves had been ufed ill on 
the old man’s account, when they went 
to buy corn for himin Egypt. It would 
be a comfort therefore to talk to him -of 
what they had fuffered for his fake, 
{ince it would feem to make amends in 
fome meafure for the ill of which they 
they were confcious of having done 
him, 


Let us beware however of difeuifing 
our guilt, by dwelling on fome fmaller 
point in which it may be true that we 
aré innocent. ‘To do fo is-one of the 
common fhifts ef wicked men, and 
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there are none fo wicked as not to have 
fome part of their condué ‘on which 
they can dwell with pleafure, ‘and felf- 
complacency. 


But. when Jofeph’s brethren proceed- 
éd to explain to their father, how the 
Lord of the country had tommanded 
them to bring to him their brother Ben- 
jamin, and how he had detained Sime- 
on as a pledge or hollage on his account; 
then Jacob i ae the Bittermets of his heart, 


exclaimed; .** Me have ye bereaved of 


my children, Jofeph is not, and Sime- 
on.is not, and ye will take Benjamin 
away, all thefe things are againit me.’? 
But Reuben now came up and declared 
that if Benjamin might: but go with 
them, he would pledge the lives of his 
own two infant children, that Benjamin 
fhould .be brought back in ~ fafety: 
« And Jacob faid, my fon fhall net go 
down with you, for his brother Jo- 
we is already dead, and if. mifchief 

fal Benjamin alfo by the way, then 
a ye bring my grey hairs with fors 
tow to the grave.” 
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“All thefe things are againft me,” 
iaid good old Jacob, when he was told 
of what had ‘happened to his fons in 
Egypt; for we may remember they had 
been obliged’ by Jofeph to leave their 
brother. Simeon behind them, and had 
even been required to bring Benjamin 
alfo. On hearing this, old Jacob cried’ 
out, “ Jofeph is not, and Simeon is not, 
and ye will take away Benjamin: all 
thefe things are again{t me.” 





Ah! how little did Jacob know of the 
real nature of thofe events which were 
_befallinghim! The very things which 
he faid were againft him, in fa@ were 
| Making for him, for they led the way to 
| the recovery of his fon Jofeph who’ had 
been loft, and alfo to Jacob’s removal, 
with all his'family, into the plentiful land 
| ot Egypt. Ido not wonder, indeed, 
| that this poor old man, bowed down as 
lhe now was’ with age and infirmity, 
-and deprived, as he had been, firft of 
| one dear fon, and then of another, fhoul 
be unwilling to let his prefent favourite 
‘Benjamin be carried of into Key pt.— 
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pAnd yet, what couldhe do? The famine 

























































now again grew very fore in the land, 
and. at Jaft, when. all«the earn from 
Egypt. was eaten up, even Jacob him- 
felf is reprefented as afking his lens to 
go again and buy a little food. 


“ Then Judah fpake unto him, faying, | 
The man did folemnly proteft unto us, 
ye fhall not fee my face, except your 
brother Benjamin be with you.—Unlefs 
therefore thou fend him, we will not go 
down to Egpyt.” Then Jacob faid un- 
to his fons, “« Why did-ye tell the man 
that you had a brother!’ and they 
anfwered, “ The man did examine ts 
clofely about our kindred, and there- 
fore we told him, fer how  fhould we 
know that he would bid us feteh our 
brother to him?” .Phen Judah faid ve- 
ry earneitly, “I pray you fend the lad, 
that. we may not all dite, we and our 
little ones, and I will be furety for him.”* 
And Jacob faid. “ [fit muft) be fo, do 
then as you defire. But take ye the 
beft fruits in the land, balm, and honey, 
and fpices, aid myrrh, and nuts, and 
almonds; and. take double money in 
your hands, and the money that you, 

















brought back in your fack’s mouths 
carry again; peradventure: it was an 
overlight. ‘Take alfo your brother with 
you, and God Almighty give you mercy 
before the man, that he may fend away 
your other brother, and let Benja- 
min return alfo.—If I mutt be bereaved 
of my children, there is no help for it, 
Imuit be bereaved.” 


||. Thus did the fons of Jacob depart, 
| all of them, trembling with anxiety and 
fear, and ufing many precautions to 
avoid. giving effence to the great perfon 
to whom they were going, 


Now this, I may obferve, is a picture 
of what fometimes happenstous. God 
is perhaps preparing to favour us with 
ome great bleiling, juft as he was now 
about to’ favour the family of Jacob; 
| but before he gives us pofleffion of the 
| blefline, he leads -us through fome dark 
and dreary path, and<we fancy a great 
evil is coming uponus. When therefore 
|Go! is opening the way to thefe new 
pme cies, we hang back, and fay with 
p800d old Jacob, “ All thefe things are 








































againit me.” . But though loth to move. 
forward, yet what can we’ do? Some 
peril greater than that we had been 
dreading awaits us if we make more de< 
lay. With a heavy heart, with a com- 
plaining tongue, and with weeping eyes, 
we fet forward in this path, which is in. 


fact, neverthelefs, the path to our chief 


happinefs. Thus do we often quarrel 








with our bleflings, . And this I take it | 


is acommon cale; for what are all our: 
complaints but complaints againtt Pro- 
vidernce, and do we not often murmur. 
even at thofe very dealings of Provi- 


dence which afterwards prove the moit | 


remarkable for our good ? 


Reader, look back to your paft life > 


confider thofé feafons in .it when you | 





have been forced. by neceflity on fome | 
unpleafant bufinels, or when you have: | 
been hindered in your purfuit of feme | 


favourite plan, or contradi€ted in your 


opinions: or your . wifhes. Now and | 
then perhaps your fituation in life has | 


feemed quite melancholy and defperate ;_ | 
mifery bas appeared to threaten you on 


every fide, and you have had only a 








































fad choice of evils juft like thefe fons of 


Jacob, who thought they had only to 
chufe between a famine at home, and 
-the dread of more ill ufage in Egypt. 
And yet has it not afterwards proved, 
that God was blefling you by means of 
‘thofe very things which were thought at 
the time fo terrible? 


There are many perfons, I am per- 
fuaded, who have even had their. fouls 
faved much in'the fame. way in which 
this family of Jacob had their~ lives 
preferved. ‘They have hung ‘back and 
firuggled hard for a while againft thofe 
ivery things which have opened the way 
to their eternal faulvation: “they have 
been dragged from a life of. fin and 
jmifery as unwillingly as ever Jacob’s 
fons were dragged from Canaan anc 
‘brought into the fruitful land of Egypt. 
‘For how unwilling are men to have 
their fouls faved! how unwilling at leatt 
to take thofe means which are abfolute- 
ty neceflary for it! How many fervants, 
‘as well as‘ apprentices, and. others are 
there who can hardly be perfuaded to 
Jattend at public worfhip, or at leaft te 
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( 
give their minds to it when they aré | 
there ; ; and yet is not this one of the | 
means of falvation? They muit be for-! 
: ced to church by the authority of their) 
mafters, or by fome neceflity almoft as) 
urgent as that which drove the fons of} 
| Jacob from Canaan into Egypt ! Again, | 
a how many children are there, who, | | 
though invited freely toa Sunday fchool, | 
a neverthelefs hang back from going thi- | 
ther as much as ever the fons of Jacob) 
hung back from going inte Egypt. Per- 
‘haps too their parents have at the fame) 
time been as unwilling to part with | 
them throuch .fome falfe fondnefs. or | 
other, as ever old Jacob was to part, 
with his fon Benjamin, though it prov- | 
ed afterwards to be the making of that. 
whole family. | 






But let us return to the ftory.  Jo-| 
feph’s brethren fet off from Canaan | 
under a great fright, as I have already | 
told you, and they took double money | 
in their hand, and they carried Benja- | 
min with them, and having come down'| 
to Egypt, they flood before Jofephs} 
Now when Jofeph faw them and obfer. | 
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jyed that Benjamin alfo was with them, 
jhe ordered a great dinner to be made 
jready, and he afked them to come to it. 
And Jofeph’s Brethren were afraid, on 
account of the money which they had 
carried off in their facks, and they got 
‘near to Jofeph’s fteward, and faid to 
fhim, “ O! Sir, we came down hither 
'Ibefore te buy food, and it came to pais, 
\that when we got tothe inn on our way 
home, we found every man’s money in 
this fack’s mouth, and therefore we have 
\brought it back to you. We cannot 
tell’ who put it there, and we have now 
brought other money alfo, in order 

buy food.—And the fleward faid, 
Peace be to you, I had your money, 
jand he brought Simeon out to them,” 
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And when Jofeph came home, they 
idrew near and offered him the prefent 
which they brought and bowed them- 
Telves “ the earth before him. And Jo- 
Jeph afked them of their welfare, and 
\faid, “Is your father well, the old man ig 
fof whom you fpake: is he yet alive? ie 
And they anfwered, Thy fervant our Ht 
iather is in gocd health, he is yet alive; it 
! | 14 
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nd they bowed down their heads again! 
to the ground, And Jofeph lifted up| 
his eyes and faw his brother Benjamin, 
and jaid, is this your younger brother, 
of whom you fpake to‘me? and then} 
turning to the lad, “ God (faid he) be} 
gracious unto thee,”——Jofeph now] 
was much moved, for his bowels did} 
yearn over his brother, and he foucht | 
where to weep, and he entered into his | 
chamber and wept there.” | 





| 
| 
| 


Religion does not deprive men, (as. 
fome have imagined) of their natural | 
affection and feeling, for Jofeph was a | 
religious man, and yet how did ne | 
overflow with kindnefs towards his | 
Brethren. It is alfo remarked in the | 


New Tetftament of one greater than Jo. | 





] 
feph, I mean of our Saviour, on the oc- | 


cafion of the death of Lazarus, that'| 
“ Jefus wept.’'» Religion regulates, no | 
doubt, all the natural feelings of men; | 
but it does not deftroy them. | 

Prefently afterwards the meat was 
fet on table, and Benjamin’s mefs was i 
five times as great as any other; and’ | 
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| they eat and drank together, and were 
cheerful. 


Now when the dinner was over, Jo- 
feph, who was {till unknown to his Bre- 
,thren, commanded that all their facks 
| fhould be filled with corn, and that 
| every one’s money thould again be put 
ee his fack, and moreover, that a fil. 
yj Ver cup, being Jofeph’s own cup fhould, 
together with the money, be put into 
jthe fack of Benjamin; and when the 
jMorning was come they all went away. 
j}And before they were got far from tho 
jeity, Jofeph fent his fleward after them, 
twho charged them with having ftolen 
Jofeph’s cup out of the houfe. And 
jthey immediately denied the charge, 
jand faid vehemently, With whomfoever 
jot us it is found, we will agree that he 
Hihall die, and that we. will all of us be 
fyour flaves (or bondmen,) and a fearcl 
being made, behold the cup was found 
Hn Benjamin’s fack—Then. they rent 
itheir clothes for grief, and laded every 
man his afs, and returned to the citys 
And Jofeph faid unto them, What deed 
8 this that ye have done? And Judah, 
























(the fame who had promifed Jacob that 
he would be furety for Beijamin) re- 
plied, What thall wefay unto my Lord; 
God hath found out the iniquity of thy’ 
fervants: Behold, we will now be 
bondmen to my Lord. And Jofeph! 
faid, not fo.—But he in whofe hand 
the cup is found, (namely Benjamin), 
he fhall be my flave or fervant. But! 
as for you, get you all away to your| 
father in peace.” 

What a fituation had thefe fons of| 
Jacob got into now! could any thing be | 
more melancholy and diftrefsful! “ O)| 
Jacob! Jacob!” they would fay, “ how | 
fhall we ever fee thy face in peace, if 
we bring not back Benjamin with us, 
Well do we remember the words which | 
did break forth from thee at parting'| 
with us. Jofeph is net, and Simeon is | 
not, and now ye will take Benjamin | 
from me.” | 

There is one refle€tion to which I beg, 
to call the minds of my readers in this) 
place. Jacob’s fons are now accufed’ 
unjuftly ; they are brought into trou-’ 
ble through no fault of theirs : whereas, | 
formerly they had committed a great fin, | 
I mean that of felling their brother Jo- | 
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Wéph, and had fuffered no particular in- 
jconveniences from it.—They had not 
jluftered when they did wrong, and yet 
ifiow they fuffer for doing right; for 
ithey certainly, as I fhould think, did 
Wright in going down to buy corn for 
ithemfelves and their aged father, and 
even in bringing Benjamin with them, 
yunder all the circumftances of the cafe. 
iLet us for a moment ftop here and put 
ourfelves in the place of thefe fons of 
I Jacob. They might now methinks be 
ftempted to fay, “Surely there is no 
Jrighteous governct of the world, for 
ftwhen we do right we only fuffer for it, 
jand when we did wrong we all ¢fcaped 
funpunifhed. We will not believe 
itherefore in a Providence: all things 
happen alike to all; this world is go- 
fverned by chance; nay, and the chance 
Hs often in favour even of the wicked.” 
To all fuch profane reafoning, if I had 
een Joleph’s brethren at this moment 
por time, I would have anfwered, ‘Stop 
alittle, Ibefeech you ; do not decide 
fo haftily, for remember your ftory is 
but half over. By-and-by perhaps your 
innocence in the prefent matter will be 
cleared up, and fer aught you know 
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your former fin, though long fince com 
mitted, may come to be found out.” 





Let us apply this-remark to ourfelves, 
We often feem to profit for a while by: 
fome bad thing that we have done, or 
yy at leait we fuffer no prefent punifhment. 
i Our fraud, our lying, or our a@ of 
i violence, fuceeeds for a certain time 3, 

| and perhaps prefently afterwards. we 
chance to get into trouble by doing fome.. 
thing which, on the whole, really feems 
to have been our duty. Do you never 
feel tempted to difbet eve in Providence. 
on fuch occalions? If you are, I would 
fay to you, as I jult now obferved that 1 
would have faid to Jofeph’s brethren, 
Wait awhile I befeech you. Remem- 
ber your flory is but half over. Do not 
decide till you obferve the iffue. See. 
whether in the end you will not be forry | 
for every bad thing you have ever done, 
and glad of every thing which, through | 
God’s grace, you have been enabled to, 
do aright, and even though;this thould 
not be the cafe now, it certainly will on, 
the day of judgment. | 

( To be continued. ) 
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Joseph discovers himself to bis brethren. 


When Jofeph had made this propofal 
| of keeping Benjamin as his flave or fer- 
| vant, and of fending the other fons of 

Jacob home in peace to their father, 
Judah came forward and related all that 
had paffed in the old man’s houfe when 
, they were bringing Benjamin away. 
“ My father faid to us,” obferved Judah, 
“behold I have had two fons and the 
one went from me,” meaning Jofeph, 
who is torn in pieces, and if ye take 
| this alfo away, and mifchief befal him, 
| ye thall bring down’ my grey hairs with 
forrow to the grave. Now therefore,’ 
fays Judah, “ let me abide inftead of the 
Bib 23 
























lad as a bondman to my lord, and let 
the lad go up with his Brethren. 
how. fhall I go up to my feeing that his’ 
life is bound up in the lad’s life ; ; and it| 
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fhall come to pafs .when he feeth that | 
the lad is not with us that he will) 


die. 


cop hen 


heard him. 


Jofeph could not refrain 
himfelf before all them: that ftood by | 
him,.and he bid every ftranger to go 
out. ‘Then Jofeph made himfelf known 
to his Brethren; and Jofeph wept aloud, 
fo that the Egyptians in the houfe over. 
And Jofeph faid unto his | 
Brethren, Iam Jofeph. Doth my fa. 
ther yet live? And his Brethren could 
not anfwer him for they were troubled 
at his prefence. 


No wonder that Jafeph’s Brethren | 


were troubled at this fpeech. 
bitter a thing is: fin. 


O how | 
Tt caufes trouble 


at thofe moments which ought to be 


given up to joy. 


over our happteft . hours, 
thofe who are not loaded with the fame 


and 


guilt are giving way to the molt delight-, 


It fpreads.a gloom 


while 
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ful feelings, it makes the man who i$ 
burthened in his confcience to feel a 
double pang, to feel a pang, I mean, 
both on account of the fin itfelf, and al- 
fo'on account of his regret at being 
unable to join in the general joy that is 
going forward. 


Jofeph neverthelefs comforts his Bre. 
thren. “ Now therefore,” fays he, * be 
Hot grieved or angty with yourlelvés, 
for God did fend me before you to pre- 
ferve all our lives, fo now it was not 
you that fent me hither but God.” How 
freely does Joleph appear by this fpeech, 


to forgive his Brethren! here ig no mal. 


ice no hatred, no {pirit of revenge, no 
word even of reproof for all the evil 
they had endeavoured to do him f put 


the injured perfon is himfelf the com- 


forter of thofe who had tried to injure 





(him. Here perhaps fome one may be 


Teady to fay: “true, Jofeph did right 
to’ forgive his Brethren, for we are all 
bound to forgive them that treflpafs 
ageinit us; methinks however, he might 


jas well have faid fomething to them 
Ot their fin for the fake of their own 
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good.” I anfwer there is a time for all 
things, and that this was not the time 
for Jefeph to adminifter reproof, His | 
Brethren were likely juft now to be caft 
down through over-much forrow, and | 
the thing they needed at this moment | 
was therefore comfort rather than re- | 
proof. Your people who take all occa- 
fions to reprove without regard to time, 
or place, or circumftances, though they | 
may fay they mean only to do good by 
it, are apt to be harfh people. they are | 
only indulging their own fpirit, and | 
though they may perfuade themfelves | 
that they are of a forgiving temper at 
bottom, in fat are not fo much fo as. 
they think. | 
| 
But I would obferve further, that this | 
extreme ‘kindnefs of Jofeph would, in 
my opinion, tend to affect the hearts of 
his Brethren more than the feverett re- 
proof. ‘. What (they would now fay to. 
themfelves) have we fold for a flave a! 
( Brother fo kind, fo generous, fo excel) 
lent as this! How little did we know 
of him when we took upon us to fell 
him! how rathly did.we judge concerns 
ing his true character, and concerng 
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ing his intention in thofe words which 
gave us fo much offence! He was a bet- 
ter man than we, though we all talked 
fo much againft him, and even thought 
him. hardly fit to live.”? I would here 
beg all. my readers to take care how 
_they {peak evil of perfons without due 
knowledge of their character. Efpeci- 
ally I would advife you to beware of 
judging any one, on account of his ha- 
ving faid or done fomething which hap- 
pens to wound your own pride, or to 
give pain merely to yourfelf. He may 
be a good man on the whole, even 
though he fhould have erred in this par- 
ticular, and you may err more by the 
-revenge you take for what he has faid 
that is offenfive to you, than he has 
done by faying it. Take heed then left 
.fome day or other fhould come when the 
very perfon whom you are fet againtt, 
fhall have his character cleared before 
}all the world in {pite of every thing 
)you have faid againft him. Take heed 
left you fhould be proved to have been 
the greater finner of the two on that 
iday when you. fhall each of you appear 
ibefore God and all his holy angels. O 
| Bb ran 
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(ay 
that we could-all learn fomething of this 
kind, and -atlectionate; forbearing tem- 
per of Jofeph:: He was as remarkable || 








for it as-he was for conquering:thofe fe- 


eret temptations which I before {poke 


of. 


Jofeph having difcovered himfelf to 
his Brethren, is. now inpatient. that 
they neue go. to his father, ‘| Hafte ye,” 
fays he, “and go up to my father, and 
fay unto him, ‘Thus. faith thy fon Jo- 
feph, God hath made me Lord: of alt) 
Egypt.-—Come. down, tarry not, and 
thou fhalt dwell inthe land of Gothen, 
and thou ‘fhalt be near unto me, thou 
and thy children, and thy children’s 
children, and thy flocks and :thy herds, | 
and all that thou haft, and there will 1 
wourith thee, for there are yet ive years: | 
of famine to’ come.’ And Jofeph. | 
fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck and_| 
wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck.” 
« Moreover he kifled all his Brethren, 
and wept upon them, andatter that hiss) 
Brethren talked with him.” ‘¢ And the | 
fame. hereof was: heard im Pharaoh’s)| 
houfe, and it pleafed Pharaoh and his) 
fervants. And Pharaoh faid, Bring || 
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your father and your houfehold: take 
waggons out of the land of Egypt for 
your little onés, and for your wives, 
and bring your father and come. And 
they did fo. And Jofeph gave to each 
of them changes of raiment, and he 
fent to his father ten affes laden with 
the good things of Egypt, and ten more 
affes laden with corn and bread and 
meat for his father by the way.” 


Accordingly Jacob having been invi- 
ted by his fons, and having alfo been 
invited by his fons, and having alfo. 
been encouraged by God in a dream, 

, 5 ) 
arrived in Egypt; and all the fouls that 
went with him, befides his fons wives,. 
were fixty and fix. 


*“ And Jofeph made ready. his: chariot 


and went to meet his father and fell on 
“his neck and wept a Tone time. And. 


Jacob faid, Now let me die fince I have 

feen thy face, that thou art yet alive. 

And Jofeph brought in Jacob his father 

and fet him before Pharaoh. And Pha- 

raoh faid' unto Jacob, “ How old art 

thou??? And Jacob faid unto’ Pharaoh 
Ds 5. 



























The: days of the. years ef; my» pil 
grimace .are..an. hundred. and. thirty 


years: few and evil have the days of 









the years of my. life been.’ And Jacob | 
blefled Pharoah. And Jacob lived. in | 


the land of Egypt feventeen years, and 
he died.” 


‘ Now. when Jofeph’s Brethten faw | 


that their. father was dead, they faid, Jo- 
feph will peradventure hate us, and will 
requite us for all theevil that we did un: 


to him... And they fent a meflage to. 


Jofeph, faying that their. father before 
he died commanded them to requeit of 
Jofeph, that he would forzive their tref- 


pals agaidt him. And Joleph wept to 
think Bile at they fhould owe thus unto 
him. And Jofenh faid, ‘ear not. As 


for you, inc deed, ve Pear evil again{t 
me: but God meant it for good. Now 
therefore I will nourifh you and your 
little ones. And he comforted them 


and fpake kindly unte, them. And Jo-, 


feph lived an hundred and.ten years, 
And he fard’ to his: Brethren, God will 
furely -vifit. you; and bring you out ef 








Ca 
? this land into the land which he promi- 
fed to Abraham, and Ifaac, and jacob, 


And Jofeph died,” 


Thus ends the hiftery of Jofeph. 1 
. have already oblerved that one of the 
chief things to be learned from it is 
the dottrine of a particular Providence. 
* It was not you?’ (as Joleph faid very 
jaltly to hig Brethren) that fent me in- 
to -Moyot ss but it was God, that is, it 
was not you only. Men indeed were 
tie inftruments, and men are account- 
able to God for every part of their own 
conduct juftas much as if there was no 
| Providence in the cafe. Still, however, 
though man may a@ as he pleafes, yet 
| God over-rules’ all things fo as to bring 
about his own purpotes.. God in thig 
anilance had a plan in view. He had 
Made a promife to Abraham, the grand- 
father of Jacob, who was the father of 
ddaac, that’ from Him’ the Savior fhould 
Ome, for that“ in his feed all the fa- 
milies of the earth thould be blefled.» 
In fulfilment of this promile, aac and 
Jacob'were born: “I thould here remark 
by the Wdy, that to Jacob the name of 
| , 


a 
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Tfrael was siven, fo that when the 
scriptures {ped ik of the “Ifraclites, it is | 
the lame thing, as if they tard the chil. 
dren: my Jacob. Of ‘thefe there were 
twelve tribes, every one of the fons of 
Hiraet ae a father to a whole tribe. 
‘Theie Ifraelites. after /a time “were 
brought out from Egypt, having been 
very ill treated there by King Pharaoh, 
and they beca#he a great and famous. 
people; for God wrought many maricles 
inthe midft of them, and gavethem thelaw 
of the Ten Commandments, andfet np his’ 
worfhip among them, and feparte? them 
from the reft of the world, which con- 
‘tinued in ignorance of God and of the’ 
Scriptures. It was from thefe Hraelites' 
for Jews, as they were afterwards call- 
ed) that the promifed Savior came. 
And bleffed be God, this Savior is not’ 
the Savior of the Tews only, but He is) 
now preached to us, “ upon whom the} 
ends of the world are come.”’ How}! 
important then is the {tory of Jofeph in} 
this view. It was aneceflary link in} 
the creat chain of Providence, and this) 
chain reaches from the beginning of the. 
world even to ihe end of 1%. Nor 1s it} 
life of Jofeph only, that the 
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| Providence of God. concerns itfelf, 
_ Your life and mine, and all the various 
' events of it, great and {mall, from our 
birth unto our dying hour, are equally 
under the divine dire&tion’ The fame 
_ divine direction. The fame God who 
_fent the Ifhmaelites to the pit’s mouth, 

when Jofeph was fo near being left to 
_ perifh there, the fame God who gave Jo- 
feph favor in the fight of Potiphar his 
| matter, and who afterwards delivered 
| him out of prifon and made him ruler 
' over all Egypt, appoints alfo to us the 
_ bounds of our habitation, and. orders 
| our whole lot in life.. If then, like Jo- 
feph, we ate ferving God, let us not 
| fear to truft him, atid though we fhould 
! 


fall occafionally into ftraits as Jofeph 
did, yet let us hope when the end of our 
| days fhall come, and when the whole 
| of our {tory fhall be told that we fhall 
; be able to trace the Lord’s goodnefs and 
| mercy even in the molt affliCtive circum- 
flances of our lives, as we have now 
been doing in the cafe of Jofeph. 

Nor let us wonder at the vaft confufi- 
pon and dilorder which we fometimes fee 
Be the world’ in. general. Let not our 
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faith fail us if now and then the wicked 
fhould feem every where to profper, 
and the whole company of the righteous 
fhould come under adverfity. The hif- 
tory of Joleph fhews that it is the plan 
of Providence fometimes to withdraw in 
appearance, his protection and favor 
from his own fervants, and to put off 
to a future feafon the evil day which is 
coming upon finners, Soon however 
the time will come, when all that has 
been crooked fhall be made ftraight, and 
all that has been dark in Providence 
fhall be cleared up. 

The flory of Jofeph, as we alfo obfer- 
«ved, is but a {mall part of Scripture; it 
fills but afew pages of that large and 
comprehentive volume, being connected 
however with events which go before 
and with thofe whiei follow after, Juft 
fo methinks the hiftory of this whole 
globe of ours is but like a fingle leaf in 


a great volume, and it cannot be fully » 


underftood until the dealings of God 
with all his various. creatures fhall be 
made known, until the whole book of 
his Providence fhall be opened, and un- 
til all thofe events, beth paft and future, 
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with which Gods government of this 
world may be connected, fhall be fully 
revealed. Let us wait therefore, in the 
exercife of faith and hopé, remember- 
ing, as the Apolile fays, that while we 
are heré below, “ We know but in 
part; but when that which is perfect is 
come, then that which 1s in part fhall be 
done away.—For now we fee througha 
glafs darkly; but then face to face. 
Now we know in part}; but then {hall 
we know, even as alfo we are known.” 
Jeers 
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Truth well out though it be lund in a Well, 
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A fuise witness shall not go unpunished, and he that 
speaketh lies shall pertsP. 


ON’T be frightened, Reader! Al- 

a7 though I fet our with a text, I am 
not going to preach a fermon, but to tell 
a ftory, On the right fide of Marth- 
moor common, and not more than five 
hundred yards out of the turnpike road, 
ftood a lone cottage, inhabited by one 
Richard Rogers, a day-labourer, com- 
monly called Diticenr Dicx. Though 
poor, he was as much noted for his ho- 
netty as for the care and induftry with 
which he had brought up a large family 
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in avery decent manner. About fifteen 
years ago, in the month of January, 
there fuddenly fell 4 deep fnow, attend. 
ed by fuch a high wind, that many tra- 
vellers. lo their lives in it: When 
all on a fudden, as Rogers aid his fami- 
ly were crouding round a handful of 
fire, to catch a laft heat before they 
went to-bed, they heard a doleful ery of 
‘ Help! help! for God's fake lelp ! 
—Up ftlarted Rogers in an inftant, when 
clapping the end of a farthing candle in- 
to a broken horn lanthorn, and catching 
up his ftaff, out he fallied, directing his 
fleps towards the fpot from whence the 
cries came. In one of thie fand-pits he 
found a géntleman who had fallen from 
his horfe, and was nearly buried in the 
Inow. Rogers, though with much diffi- 
culty, at length dragged him out, and 
after fecuring the horfe, conveyed them 
both home. 


The gentleman appeared elderly, and 
feemetl almoft perithed with cold: for 
a long time he was quite fpeechlefs, 
his jaws dappéared locked, and it! was 
oaly by inward groans they could per. 
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ceive he had any remains of lifein him, 
fo benumbed and ftifened was he rs 
cold, After they had rubbed his limbs 
for fome time before: the fire, the gen- 
tleman by gegrees recover ed himfelf, 
and began to thank Rogers and his wife, 
whom he faw. Sonik about him, as iba 
“as his childre in. | ¢ Sir? faide Betty Ro- 
gers, ‘ although we be poor in pocket, 
we may neverthelefs be kind in heart.’ 
Here the ftranger after fetching a deep 
“igh, faid, If hrs life were granted him, he 
aie it would be in is power to reward 
them fer their kindneis”’ “Rogers replied, 
“that what he had done for him, he 
avould: have done for ‘his wort enemy.’ 
Here. the gentleman. groaned heavily, 
faving he nae been long ‘fick himfelf, 
are the at He could not enough admire 
the healthy looks of Rogers’s children. 


l 
i Mh my family is numerous, 1 
never paida hilling for do@or’s ftuif in 
my lif ue nor do I even know the price 
of a ofin; if my. .wealth is fmall, my 


wants are few, and though I know ea 


aia a finner, and need daily renentance, 


eed be God: fir?’ faid: Rogers, 
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yet my confcience is quiet, for I have 
knowingly done wrong to no man, nor 
would I forfeit my peace of mind, fir, 
to become the richelt man in Old En- 
gland. J° am not covetous of wealth, 
fir, fince | have feen how little comfort 
they often enjoy who pofiefs it; the 
honeft man, fir, fleeps foundly on the 
hardeit best, whilit he who has’ * made 
too’ much hatte to be -rich,’’ may lie 
down on the fofteft bed with an aching 
heart, but fhall not be able to find ref.’ 
Al! this while Betty Rogers fat pul fing 
and blowing the fire wi th a pair of bro- 
ken-nofed halos in order to boil her 
kettle, to make the gentleman a dith of 
her coarfe bohea tea; as fhe had no {pi- 
rits or liquor of any kind except ipetitg 
water, to oifer him’: fhe alfo toafted ; 
bit of bread, though -fhe had no ae 
to rub over it; this the hoped the ge 
tleman would excufe, fince many of ie 
farmers were fo extortionate in’ their 
price of butter’‘and cheefe, that: fome 
of their labourers hit for the greater 
part of their time, on bread only, or a 


few potatoes 


en 
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Heré the gentleman attempted to par- 
take of Betty’s tea and toaft, when all 
at once he began to tremble ‘all over fo 
exceedingly, that he begged the would 
fet it down for’ the prefent, for if he 
was to attempt to [wallow it, he was cer- 
tain it would choke him. ‘It is bat 
eotd comfort to be fure, fir,’ faid Rogers, 

‘we have to offer pens ; but neverthelefs 
we mult hope you will take the will for 
the deed. I fuppotfe you are very rich 
and yet you now fee, that all the wealth 
in the world cannot help a man in cer- 
tain fituations.’ I had a pretty educati- 
on, fir, and I remember when I was a 
boy at {chool to have read the hiftory of 
a great king, who, when harrafled by 
the enemy, and being overcome. with 
thirft, was thankful, toe a poor foldier 
who brought him a draught of cold wa- 
ter inv his helmet which he draitk off 
gree se faying, that amidft all his 
pomp he had never tafted fuch luxury 
as that cup of water yielded him. So 
you fee, fi, what ftrange ups-and 
downs there: are‘im Mtes therefore peo- 
ple of all degrees fhould be careful to 
keep pride out of their hearts, fince the 
moil profperous man to-day’, may. be — 
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thankful for the poor man’s affiftance to: 
morrow.’ -* And after all, cried Bet- 
ty Rogers, ‘high and low, rich and 
poor, fhould pray daily for God’s grace, 
-fince that alone can give peace to their 
poor fouls when the hour of affliction 
cometh. But, blefs me,’ cried fhe, 
clafping her hands, ‘what fhall we do, 
our laft inch of candle is burnt out.’ 
* Then,’ faid Rogers, we muft content 
ourfelves, my betty, with pafling the 
reft of the night in the dark.’ The gen- 
tleman faid he muft be content to do 
as they did. * Many is the dark night, 
fir,” faid Richard, «have I fat by my 
dame’s bed-fide when fhe has been’ fick 
or lying-in, endeavouring to make up 
to her in kindnefs what I could not 
provide for her in comforts, when I 
have not had the leaft glimmering of 
light, but. what came from the twink- 
ling flars through our tattered cafe: 
ment. : 





‘Amidftall our poverty, fir, we have 
ever been the happieft pair in each 
_ Other. It is a brave thing, fir, to be 
able, by the grace of God, to drive 
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pride out of thé cottage when poverty 
enters in; for fin.is the father of thames 
Aman, fir, amidft the extremeft pover- — 
ty, yet. may ftand high in the favour of 
God, by patience, prayer, and a hearty 
faith in his Redeemer: 

Here the ftranger appeared under ve- 
ry great diftrefs both of body and mind; 
he fhivered all over as if he had an ague 
fit upon him, and by.a little blaft, which 
was juft then lighted up, they perceived — 
he looked as pale as death; they begged 
him to lay down on their bed, faying, © 
“it-was very clean, though it was ill 
provided with fheets and blankets.’ 
2Q bes good people,’ cried the gentle- | 
man, ‘ your goodnefs will be the death of 
me ; " the kindnefs of your hearts proves 
to me the unkindnefs of my own: No, 
go you to bed, and let me fic here till 
morning, * That,’ Rogers faid, ‘they — 
could not do,’.. The gentleman then re- 
plied, he thould be elad if Rogers would 
give him a little hiftory of himfelf and 
family to beeuile the time. 

‘That I wal do moft readily, fir,’ faid ' 
he,, if so de it will oblige you in the 
leaft.—My name is Rogers, although 
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my neighbours are pleafed to call me 
Dinigent Dick... “Whave a wife and 
feven children; I rife with the lark, 
and le down with the lamb. I never 
{pend an idle penny, or an idle moment; 
though my family is humerous, my chil- 
dren were never a burden to me. That 
good woman there, fit,’ pointing to his 
wife, ‘puts her hand to the labouring’ 
oar: the brings up our children at home 
in fuch a fober induftrious manner, 
that our neighbours, as foon as they are 
capable of earning a penny, are glad to 
take them off our hands, Iam proud to 
fay, fir, they have-no little pilfering 
tricks, as many children have. “Train 
upa child in the way he fhould go,” is 
our way, fir, and 1 am certain both mr 
wife and I have felt the benefit of the 
text, for our children are kind and affec- 
tionate towards each other, dutiful to us 
their parents, and obliging and civil to 
their employers... Ah, fir, the richet 
man in England is not happier thas J 
am, when I return home o 


fan evening, 
wearied by the heat a 


nd labour of the 


day, to be received with looks of kind- 
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frugal fupper, whilft two or three of my 
little babies climb:my knees to fondle 
me round the neck.? Again the travel- 
ler groaned piteoufly ; but Rogers went 
on. * Lwas born toa pretty fortune, fir, 
but by the villainy of my father’s bro- 
ther I lof my inheritance. My uncle, 
Charles Rogers, through the indulgence 
of his mether, proved to be a very mali- 
cious child, and ashe grew up to man’s — 
eftate,; the faults of the child became 
hardened vices in the man, infomuch 
that his wicked behaviour broke his mo- | 
-ther’s heart, My own dear mother, fir, 
like the parents of Samuel, taught me 
betimes to fear the Lord; yetmy grand- 
father was fo much offended at my fa- 
ther’s marrying her, that he made his 
will, and cut him off with a fhilling. 
He and my poor mother died within 2 | 
twelyvemonth of each other, and left me 
pennylefs by the time all their debts 
were paid. 1 was then about twelve. 
years of age, and my Betty's father. 
kindly took me to live with him... ; He. 
-foon after received a meflage from my | 
grandfather, with a prefent of twenty | 
guineas to pay for my board, faying, | 











he was very ill, and that he would fend 
forme when he was better. Fhe next 
news I heard of him was that he.was 
dead; and though he had promifed: to 
make a will in my favour, yet none was 
to be found, although one of his old fer- 
vants declared he had figned a great 
fheet of parchment, which a lawyer had 
been writing by my grandfather’s bed- 
fide. Every body now judged my un- 
cle Charles very hardly, as having made 
away with this laft will, becaufe he 
brought forward the old» one, wherein 
my grandfather had left his whole pro- 
perty to him. Some kind friends of my 
father withing to fee juttice done by- me, 
commenced an action againft both him 
and the lawyer, who was knownto be a 
rogue, and ready to do any dirty work 
for money. 

‘ The trial was brought on at the next 
afhzes, when my uncle employed fuch 
arts in fecuring the witneffes, that a ver- 
dict was given againit me. After fome 
months, however, my uncle fent me 
twenty guineas, that I might be put ap- 
prentice toa carpenter; but cdefired he 
might never be troubled with me again. 
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Accordingly I was bound out; but my 
mafier proved one. of thofe negligent 
tradefmen who loved his eafe better than 
his work: by negleéting his bufinels, 
his bufinefs began to neglect him. He 
broke at length for a confiderable fum of 
money, and was thrown into prifon, 
where he died. foon after of the jail dil- 
temper; fo that atthe end of the third’ 
year of my apprenticefhip, I was once 
more left to feek for bread. Ireturned 
again tomy Betty’s father, who got me 
employment under his mafter. 1 was 
about one and twenty when I married, 
and then Iand my wife followed my 
matter’s fon into this country, who had 
an eftate left him, and with him I have 
worked ever fince, and with truth [can 
fay, Lhave never received an unkind 
word from him, for he never faw me 
drunk, not.even at iheep-fheering or at 
harveft-home.. My Beity’s pious meek- 
nefs, fir, has fweetened all my toil, 
whilft the dutiful behaviour of my chil- 
dren has fulfilled every with of my 
heart. Whether my cruel nucle be dead 
or living [know not; but be it as 1t may 
I do not envy him his ill-gotten wealth, 





and I can only pray thatthe may repent 

of his fins, before ficknefs brings him to 

adeath-bed; | for it isa horrible thing, 

fir, to have the conf{cience racked ‘with 
defpair, when the body is affli@ed with 
pain. 

* Look, Richard,’ cried Betty Rogers, 
‘you are talking-on, and on, whilft Iam 
{ure the poor gentleman is going into a 
fit”. The gentleman at. that inftant 
gave a deep groan, and would have fal: 
len from his chair if Rogers had. not 

“caught him in his arms; his wife fnatch- 
edup the little mug of tea, which the 
fill kept warm in the aihes, fhe put it to 
the ftranger’s lips, begging him to take 
afip, as fhe was fure it would do him 
Sood; whilft her hufband, on the other 


hand, begced him to eat a bit of the toait. 
The ‘gentleman. could but jail make 
fhift to fay, * my good people you are 
too. kind to me. = «Not at ally fir,’ faid 
Rogers,‘ we dono more for you than 
we would for. our worft eneniyso 5 6H) 
God? cried the traveller, ‘ what willbe: 
‘come of me? my fight fails-nave, my fleth 
trembles, and my joints ache ; I freeze 
and burn at the fame mom 
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‘Poor dear gentleman!’ faid Betty 
Rogers, wiping her eyes, ‘ 1am afraid 
heis going lightheaded; do pray, fir, 
drink a drop more of the tea,’ ‘and eat 
a bit of the toaft alfo,’ anfwered Rich- 
ard. ‘I dare not tafte it, my good 
friends,’ replied the gentleman, ‘for I feel 
as if if it would choke me were I to at- 
tempt it; but tell me, I pray, is there 
not fomewhere a text of Scripture which 
fays, “ If thine enemy hunger, feed him | 
if he thirft, give him drink ; for, in fo 
‘doing, thou fhalt heap coals of fire on 
his head ??—-O. Rogers, Rogers, thot 
wilt fay indeed thou art heaping coals 0. 
fire on my head, when thou art told. 
‘am thy wicked uncle Gharles : 
Here Rogers and his wife had nearh 
fwooned away with aftonifhment. ‘ Ther) 
Iam heartily glad to fee you, uncle,| 
cried Rogers, * and if you have realt | 
done me wrong I forgive you with a| 
my foul, as I hope to be forgiven my) 
felf. Here Mr. Rogers’ grief appeare| 
fo creat, he feemed almoft befide id 
felf. ‘* But’do not be furprifed, crie} 
he, as foon as he could fpeak, ‘to fe} 
me here; it is not by accident; this 
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“the fecond attempt. have made, Ro 
to vilit thy humble dwelling; but more 
'of that. hereafter.’ In about a quarter 
‘ofan hour, Mr. Rogers, after fhedding 
bitter tears, fpoke as follows: 

! ‘My neighbours, Richard, has long 
‘believed me to be a very happy man, 
dfeeing that I pofleffed an abundance of 
‘the good things of this world, but what 
pman, ever. yet was happy, who carried 
fecret guilt in his boom? Thy grand- 
‘father, en his death-bed, became duly 
tenfible-of his unforgiving {pirit towards 
thy poor father, for no ‘other crime had 
‘he committed than having married a 
woman who brought him no money ; 
vhe therefore refolved, that the laft bufi- 
nels of his life fhould be doing an a& 
of juftice towards thee his only fon; ac- 
cordingly he fent for his attorney, made 
‘anew will, bequeathing thee that pro- 
/perty which he would have given thy 
Mather had he been living! he alfo defi- 
red much to fee thee, which I took ef. 
pecial care to prevent, fearing thy 
youth and innocence would win upon 
his love. After-his deceafe, by. the ad. 
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vice,» and with the. affiflance of this] 
rogue of an attorney, we burnt my fa-! 
thers laft will, and produced that which | 
he had. made many years before, where- | 
in he had cut thy father off with aj 
fhilling. The deed was no fooner done, | 
that 4 felt, as it were, all the torments | 
of hell raging in my foul, it was done at} 
the very moment his people were at 
ing my aged father’s body in the. cofin.” 
Here Mr. Rogers grew fo faint he could 

































not go on. 
© Merciful Heaven, cried Richard, 
I) with hands and eyes uplifted, ‘ How 


covetoufnefs hardens the heart’ of man! 
what a fafe-guard has my poverty been. 
to me! riches'might have enfnared my } 
foul too.” As foon as Mr. Rogers could | 
{peak he went on. * Thou. halt jut | 
mentioned, Richard, the trial: that was! 
brought forward after my father’s de- | 
ceafe, refpefting his will, when the at-. 
torney to whom. I was to pay five hun-, 
dred. pounds for the villainous part he} 
had acted, fwore he never had made a fe-# 
cond will for my father, and I {wore to 
the fame effect; ves, Richard, I fwore 
upon the Holy Bible—that Bible which 
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: pronounces a deadly curfe on him who 
fwears fallly ; yea, I called on that eter- 
nal God to witnefs a lie, before whom 
Imutft fhortly be judged for it, and now 
my grey hairs are brought to the brink 
‘of the grave, I begin to feel, that the 
ifting of death is fin; very miferable 
‘has been my life, and very terrible no 
‘doubt will be my death. Being now iu 
' poffeffion of a clear 4oal. a year, I be- 
'gan to fancy all things would go profpe- 
‘roufly and {wimmingly on; 7 bought, 
}and I fold, and no mans traflic feemed 
to turn to better account; but no fuc- 
'cefs in life, Richard, could blunt the 
fling of ouilt within me; when I laid 
ime down to reft at night, I feared to 
. truft myfelf to fleep, left I fhould betray 
imy fecret; and my very dreams became 
fo difturbed, that the fervants would 
-often hear my fcreams at the other end 
| of the houfe. One night I dreamt I 
Was going to be executed for deftroy- 
}inga will; and the next I fancied I 
| was going to be tranfported for perjury. 
| All my neighbours believed me to 
be a happy man, only becaufe they 
faw me a profperous otte. My cove- 
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tous defires were’ never fatished, and 
whillt 1 went on heaping up guinea up-. 
on guinea, my mind was hourly afflict. | 


ed with the dread of poverty. My wife 


all of a juden grew melancholy, and by | 
an accident’ fhe fell into the pend and - 
was drowned; when my fon came. of 


age I fettled, him on the eftate which 


my father in his will had left to thee; 





he was.a diffolute young man, and com. | 


ing home. one. night very much intoxt- 


cated with liquor, he fell acrofs the bed 
with a lighted candle in his hand, which | 


inftantly fet fre-to the curtains, and he 
perifhed in the flames; one of my 
danghters turned out very vicious, and 


the vothier died of a broken heart front | 


the cruel ulage of her hufband. Befides 


all thefe trials, I had another very fe- 


vere one from the attorney, who was 
always racking me for money, and tel- 
ling me he would turn King’s evidence, 


and impeach me, if ever I refufed him. | 


At length, without a moment given. 


him for repentance, he was faddenly 
carried off by a paralytic ftroke. My 


ipirits began to revive after his death, | 


as my crime -now was known only to 
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inyfelf; but peace can never dwell in 
the guilty bofom. I. left off going to 
church, for there my condemnation fta- 
fed me. full m the face: » The Ten 
commandments were written in golden 
letters on each fide of the Altar; then 
“my own wicked confcience would whif. 
per me, how many of thofe facred com- 
mands I had broken, T had taken the 
holy name of God in vain, Thad pro. 
phaned the Sabbath, I had been undu- 
tifa] to my parents, “lo nan ‘serye 
FALSE WITNESS AGAINST MY NEIGH- 
Bour.” At length, however, fo griev- 
obfly burdened was my con{cience, 
that I refolved occafionally to tend 
| church, hoping it would be a kind of 
Tponge to rub out fome of my fins. 
One Sunday } remember our parfon 
told usin his fermon there can be no 
teal repentance for fin, without forfa- 
‘King it; adding moreover, that if any 
of his congregation: had defrauded his 
Deichbour of ausht, he entreated them, 
if ever they hoped their fouls would 
find mercy inthe day of grace, that they 
fhould make reftitution, before death 
\thould-caf them off from the land of the 
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living, fince there was no repentance 
in the grave. | | 

Thefe words fo worked upon my, 
mind, that I fell fick, and during my 
illnefs, I called on Heaven to witnefs, 
that if life were granted me, I would 
reftore to thee what I had fo unjuftly 
kept from thee; but as my health re. 
turned, fo did my good refolutions ‘va- 
nifh away again; I cheated myfelf with 
the thought that I might yet enjoy hfe 
many years; thus I went on till the 
reftlefs working of my confcience al- 
moft overpowered me, and having en. 
quired out the place of thy abode. 
mounted my horfe and fet out with 
the refolution to difecover the whole hif 
tory of my villainy to thee ; but wher 
I came within fight of thy cottage, . 
found my principles were not ftrony 
enough to bring me to confefs myfel 
a rogue before thee; I turned my. horfi 
about, and went home again. I nex! 
took to hard drinking to ftifle refleéti/ 
on, but all would not do, for fill th) 
gnawings of a guilty confcience devour) 
ed me; as my health declined, the ftronj 
ger the fear of death came upon mej 
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| Again 1 refolved once more to go in 
fearch of thee,’ and earneiily did "pray 
| to God to aflift my endeavours, and the 
nearer I approached to thy little dwel- 
ling, the more was my courage f{trength- 
/ened to proceed. The fudden fall of 
| {now coming on was the caufe of my 
being benighted, and milling my way 
I fell into the pit; but ah, Richard, it 
feems as if Heaven had appointed thee 
to preferve my life in this world, and 
my foul from deftruGtion in the next, 
‘by pointing out to me the only path 
in which a penitent finner can tread 
jwith fafety. It is not for mortal man, 
Richard, to tell what agony of mind I 
jhave endured this night : thy kindnefs 
and that of thy wife nearly overcame 
jme, and I the lefs feared to make a 
difcovery of myfelf to thee, when I 
‘found every aGion of thy daily life wag 
igoverned by the principles of religion: 
ji know Chriftianity alone can teach men 
neartily to forgive their enemies. 

_*O Rogers! Rogers! how blef is 
thy condition when compared with 
mine: if thou art poor, thou art honeft; 
nh addition to a quiet confcience thou 
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aft a healthful and) happy family frailing 
but my health is gone, I have loft my relt 
and I carry in my bofom_ the fharp: goadings o: 
Here Mr. Rogers finifhed his truly mel.| 
ancholy hiftory, at which both Rogers anc 
fame time they did all in their power'to’ com 
fort him. The next day. Rogers: attended. his) 
of his paailh, who was a very experiences 
Chriftian: Rogers made a fall confefion © | 
his: beft advice how to fit and prepare himfe! 
for another world. Mr. Rogers: lived but 
at the fins-of his paft life, and earnefthy imple | 
ring mercy from the Saylour of finners. 
who in aninflant can bring the moft fecre} 
to light ! and how does the eye af Ge 
nefs fhall cover us, then dialk eur night” b/ 
turned into day; the darknets and, light 1) 


around thee. LT abound in wealth, it 1s pe | 
4 
{ 
a wounded fpirit which I am unable to bear, 
his wife ihed abundance of tears, and at the 
uncle home, when. he fent forthe clergy mal | 
his guilt to. him, hoping he would give hin 
few weeks after this, and died full of horro 
How myfterious are. the ways of Providence | 
purfue us ; * if we fay peradventuré the dark 
him are bothalike.” 


THE END. 


Bop Next week will be publifi'd The Gamefter. 
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